20/ 08/ 2002

Easier inter-State car registration

KOTA BARU, Mon. - The Road Transport Departnent is sinplifying the process
for car buyers fromone State to apply for vehicle registration nunbers of
anot her State.

Under the proposed hassle-free arrangenent, the application can be done
at any RTD office.

At present, those who want their cars to bear registration nunbers of
anot her State have to take the vehicles to the RTD office of that
particul ar State. The public have conplained that this is inconvenient.

RTD di rector-general Datuk Dr Mohd Shahar Sidek said today a decision
had been made for the inplenentation of this new procedure, but the date
had yet to be fixed.

"For exanple, a person buys a car in Kota Baru, but wants a Perlis
regi stration nunber.

"At present, the car buyer has to take the car to Perlis and register it
there. Soon, this can be done at any RTD office," he said after visiting
t he Pusat Peneri ksaan Kenderaan Ber konputer Sdn Bhd (Puspakom outlet in
Pengkal an Chepa.

The nove, Mhd Shahar said, would make it easier for the public to dea
wi th the departnment.

He said as a service-oriented departnent, the RTD would continue to find
ways to speed up its services inline with the el ectronic-governnment
concept pronoted by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

"When we accept this as a phil osophy, we see many aspects of our
services that can be sped up and sinplified through the use of information
and comuni cati on technol ogy,"” he said.

On the nove to introduce a tanper-proof black box for express and tour
buses, Mhd Shahar said the RTD would ensure that the switch fromthe
conventional black box would not financially burden bus conpanies.

"I believe the supplier and bus conpanies can work out ways to mninise
cost," he said.

It was reported today that the RTD woul d nmake it compul sory for bus
conpani es to use the new bl ack box, which is easy to install and renove.

Mohd Shahar said the RTD would continue to nonitor the operations of
Puspakom to ensure high quality service and to check irregularities. "If
all the rules and regul ations are foll owed by Puspakom then ...our roads
will be safer.”
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