25/10/ 2002

Toyad: Mal aysia not on US list of countries linked to terror groups

MALAYSI A has never been placed by the United States under any |ist of
countries having links with terrorist groups.

Deputy Foreign M nister Datuk Leo M chael Toyad told Chow Kon Yeow ( DAP-
Tanj ung) that he had his facts wong when he cl ai red Mal aysi a was one of
15 countries naned by the US as having links with terrorist groups.

"The list concerns countries where visa procedures have been tightened."

He said Malaysia's stand on terrori smwas clear.

Asked by Chow whet her Washi ngton had i nforned Kual a Lunmpur the reasons
why Mal aysia was placed on the list, Toyad said it was its decision.

"W gave our conmitment to conbating terrorismin Southeast Asia and the
world."

Toyad was responding to points raised by MPs debating next year's
allocations for his mnistry.

Respondi ng to Datuk Mbhd Zi n Mohaned (BN Shah Al an), Toyad said Ml aysia
woul d defend its rights on water and wanted Singapore to accept the fact
that a price review was just.

He said Mal aysia would not retreat fromits position.

To a suggestion from Teresa Kok (DAP-Seputeh) that Ml aysia establish
diplomatic relations with the Vatican, especially with the recent visit by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to the Holy See, he said
various factors needed to be considered before such a nove was nade.
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