02/ 07/ 2002

10, 000 Umo nenbers to wel cone PM

SOMVE 10, 000 Umo nenbers from across the country are expected to gather at
t he Royal Mal aysian Air Force base in Subang early tonorrow norning to

wel cone home Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad from overseas,
Umo information chief Tan Sri Megat Junid Megat Ayub said yesterday.

Dr Mahathir left for Naples, Italy on June 23, with his wife, Datuk Seri
Dr Siti Hasmah Mbhd Ali for a holiday.

Only the day before, Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, stunned the
nati on by announcing at the close of the 56th Umo general assenbly that
he was resigning fromall his party and governnment posts.

Dr Mahathir is also Barisan Nasional chairman and Fi nance M nister.

About an hour after his announcenent and after neeting the Umo suprene
council, Deputy Prime Mnister and Umo deputy president Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi announced that Dr Mahathir had agreed to retract his
resi gnati on.

Wth a mandate fromthe Umo suprene council, the party's managenent
committee |l ed by Abdullah met with Dr Mahathir the next day in Seri
Perdana, Putrajaya, to persuade himto stay on.

Last Tuesday, Abdullah announced on national television that Dr Mahathir
had agreed to stay on in his party and government posts until October next
year, a tinme-franme that provided for a snmooth transition of power.

Dr Mahathir al so confirned Abdul | ah as his successor.
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