01 APR 2002
Terrorism Bel kezi z
SEPT 11 EVENTS BEI NG EXPLA TED FOR CERTAI N OBJECTI VES

KUALA LUWMPUR, April 1 (Bernama) -- The events of Sept 11 have been
exploited at a global level in issues that bear no relation to those
events, Secretary-General of the Organisation of Islamc Conferene (O C) Dr
Abdel ouahed Bel kezi z sai d t oday.

The events of Sept 11 had been used as a pretext to spread terror
fear, intimdation and coercionininternational relations at an
unpr ecedent ed scal e never known in nodern history, he told the
Extraordi nary Sessi on of the |Islam c Conference of Foreign M nisters on
Terrorismhere.

The drive to exploit the Sept 11 events, in a bid to capitalise onthe
climate of fear and anticipation prevailing ininternational relations, was
clearly visible in the attenpts to achi eve previ ously inconcei vabl e
obj ectives, he said.

He said these included statenents on preparing for a strike against a
nunber of Islam c countries particularly lIraq and | ayi ng pl ans for nucl ear
strikes against lIran, Libya, Syria and ot hers.

"Al'l these are dangerous events with grave repercussions that rai se our
deep concern.”

The three-day neeting was opened by Mal aysian Prine M nister Datuk Ser
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad at the Pal ace of the Gol den Horses in Seri Kenbangan
here.

Referring to the situation in Pal estine, Dr Bel kezi z sai d hundreds of
countries gained |iberationfromoccupation through armed struggl e or ot her
means and no one described such struggles as terrorist canpai gns before
Sept 11.

He described as "disturbing" statenments portraying the liberation
struggle in Pal estine as terrorist action.

"It is inperative that we work to have every international text dealing
with terrorismto include an exenption clause on this legitimte struggle,"”
he said, noting that the state terrorismofficially practised by Israel
whi ch i ncl uded an assasi nati on canpai gn nust be exposed.

Dr Bel keziz said there was al so a need to formul ate resol utions and
practical neasures to resist the phenonenon of spreading the fear of Islam
inthe mnds of world public opinion, particularly in the Wst.

"We nust further work to recommend to the United Nations to ban the use
of stereotype racial expressions such as "Islanmic terrorisnmi in the |oca
and international nedia," he added.
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