10/ 11/ 2002

PPP supports national service plan

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The PPP today supported the Governnment's plan for
conpul sory national service, saying it would enhance patrioti sm anong
yout hs.

Its president, Datuk M Kayveas, said there should be no exenption and
even wonen shoul d be incl uded.

"I'f we allow exenptions for certain classes, then there would be I ots of
conplications,” he said, adding that only those with certified nmedica
condi tions shoul d be consi dered.

Speaki ng after chairing the party's suprenme council neeting, he said
parents shoul d al so encourage their children to participate in nationa
servi ce.

He said the supreme council al so unani nously wel comed Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad's invitation to Qpposition parties to join
Bari san Nasi onal

He said Opposition parties, which until today did not have a clear
political direction, should seriously consider Dr Mahathir's offer.

He said the Opposition's attitude was a sign of immturity, weakness and
i nsecurity.

"Everyone should take time to think and be positive and progressive for
the sake of the country,"” he added.

Dr Mahathir, who made the offer a week ago, said the invitation was open
to all parties.
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