24 OCT 2002
Parl i ament - W ndi ng ( KDN)
PCLI CE COVPLETE PROBE | NTO PERWAJA CASE- CHOR

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 24 (Bernama) -- Police have conpleted their probe
into the Perwaj a Steel Sdn Bhd (Perwaj a) case and will refer their findings
to the Attorney-Ceneral's Chanber, the Dewan Rakyat was tol d today.

Deputy Hone M ni ster Datuk Chor Chee Heung said his mnistry had been
formed by police that their investigationinto the conmpany's affairs had
been conpl et ed.

"Police had to go through huge piles of docunments and they have j ust
conpl eted their investigations,” he said when wi ndi ng up the debate on the
allocations for his nmnistry in next year's Budget.

Apart fromthe i nvestigation by the Police Commercial Crinme Departnent,
the conmpany was al so i nvestigated by the Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA).

"The ACAit islearnt is still investigating under a different aspect
and the probe i s proceedi ng snoothly, | believe," he said.

Earlier reports said that the steel conpany incurred | osses anounti ng
to RM.5 billion allegedly duetoirregularities and Swi ss assi stance was
sought when it was clainmed that part of the ill-gotten cash was kept in
banks in Switzerl and.

Early this month the Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad,
said the identity of Malaysians involvedintheirregularities would be
exposed i f there was enough evi dence

On corporate and digital crine, Chor said police needed tinme to get the
proof for crimnal cases as no one shoul d be condemmed bef or ehand wi t hout
strong proof.

He said probes into corporate crinme frquently posed probl ens
particularly in the area of getting witnesses to testify and docunents
whi ch were often kept abroad.

"Moreover, corporate crine is only reported after a long tine and hence
it isdifficult to get proof," he said.

On threats to national security, Chor said the government had conme to
know that foreignintelligence agents were spying on this country.

"The Governnent through the police counter espionage unit is keeping
track of this undiplomatic activity," he said.

He rem nded all parties including the Opposition to protect official
secrets so that it would not fall into foreign hands as this coul d endanger
nati onal security.

Some peopl e who disliked the governnent had al so posted certain
docunents in the Internet and this woul d be accessed by foreign
intelligence, he said.

On the 30-year-cooperation anong t he Royal Ml aysia Police, the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) of the United States as well as the Federa
Bur eau of | nvestigations (FBI), Chor said such cooperati on woul d continue
to check terrorist activities and preserve regi onal peace.

Such cooperation woul d al so hel p the Mal aysi an police in the area of
sophi sti cated technol ogy.

"On whet her the Cl A and FBI may take advantage of this cooperation to
spy on this country, we do not know. However we have to be vigilant as al
things inthis world require vigilance," he added.
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