14 JUN 2002
Ummo- Qpeni ng
REPS FROM 12 POLI Tl CAL PARTI ES ABROAD TO ATTEND UWNO ASSEMBLY

KUALA LUMPUR, June 14 (Bernamm) -- Political parties from12 countries
i ncl udi ng China and North Korea will send their representatives to the Umo
General Assenbly 2002, on Thursday.

Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said during a nedia
briefing at the party headquarters, here today that the political parties
concerned have confirned their attendance.

The parties include the Cormuni st Party of China, Wrkers Party of
Korea and t he Si ngapore National Ml ays Organi sati on.

The ot her parties are the Canbodi an Peopl e's Party and Funci npec,
United National Party fromSri Lanka, "Qan" (Republican Political Party)
from Kazakhstan, State Peace and Devel opnent Council fromManmar, Arab
Ba'th Sosialist Party fromlraqgq and the Sul tanate of Oman.

On the gist of the policy speech by Umo president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, Khalil said: "Wait for the opening day. There is
certainly punch (in the speech)".

"I can't disclose now, otherw se there's no suspense |eft," he said.

Khal il said the general assenbly will al so be attended by del egat es
from30 Umo O ubs overseas i ncl udi ng fromPaki stan, New South Wal es and
Mel bourne in Australia, Chicago, Japan, Egypt, |ndonesia and Engl and as
wel | as Irel and.

He said 2033 del egates will attend the assenbly this tine which will
debate three notions nanely t he president's policy speech, religious and
social issues as well as educational issues.

"There is no specific notion on econony but econonic matters are
usual | y debat ed under the policy speech," he said.

He said the opening cerenony will kick off with the raising of the Umo
flag before Dr Mahathir delivers his policy speech and simultaneously opens
the assenbly at 9. 30am

The Dewan Merdeka PWIC, the venue for the assenbly, is already busy
wi th the annual Umo activities begi nning Tuesday when Dr Mahat hir, as
party president, will give the presidential briefing in the afternoon.

Earlier at noon, Dr Mahathir will |aunch the book "Tun Sul ai man Ni nam
Shah, Umo Per manent Chairman," at Dewan Tun Dr |snail.

Khal il said that in the evening, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, as Umo deputy president, will simnultaneously open
the general assenbly of the Umo Youth and Wanita novenents and t he Puteri
Umo Convention at the Dewan Merdeka.

"The openi ng cerenmony in the evening on the eve of the general assenbly
for the Youth and Wanita novenents and the Puteri Umo Convention is ai nmed
at saving tine and al |l owi ng nore del egates to debate the notions," he said.

He said the general assenbly for the Youth and Wanita novenents and the
Puteri Umo Convention will be held on Wednesday from8amto 6.30pm

In the evening, the Umo Suprene Council will hold a neeting.

Khal il said tight security measures are bei ng enforced and only those
with special name tags i ssued by the Umo headquarters will be allowed to
enter the assenbly hall and nmedia centre.
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