23 NOV 2002

RECUPERATI NG GENERAL EXPRESSES HEARTFELT GRATI TUTE

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 23 (Bernama) -- Former Defence Forces Chief Gen (R
Tan Sri Ismail Orar today thanked Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed
Sirajuddin Syed Putra Jamallulail for visiting himat the Kual a Lunpur
Hospi tal .

Ismail, rescued alive fromthe rubble that was once his hone, |ost six
famly menbers in the | andslide at his residence in Taman Hi |l | vi ew, Anpang.
Hs wife - Puan Sri Azizah Abdul Aziz, their son - Hjaz, tw in-laws, two
grandchi |l dren and two | ndonesi an mai ds were killed in the 4. 35ami nci dent
| ast Wednesday.

"I'"mtouched by the support fromPrinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad and his wife, Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad
Badawi , Cabi net mi nisters, relatives and nei ghbours," he said in statenent
i ssued by the Defence Mnistry today.

Ismail, whois currently Affin Bank chairman, expressed heartfelt
gratitute to menbers of the search and rescue teamfor their tirel ess
efforts. He al so thanked t he I ndonesi an Enbassy for arrangi ng to send hone
the remains of his maids - Sulastri and Sundari .

Ismail is recuperating at the Kual a Lunpur Hospital VIP ward. However,
he was not yet ready to neet nenbers of the nedia.

Meanwhi | e, Bernama was barred fromsite of the tragedy as policenen
guarding path leading to I smail's house said they had orders not to all ow
peopl e in.
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