13/ 08/ 2002
Pl an for haenodialysis centres in all hospitals

V. Anbal agan

TELUK | NTAN, Mon. - Al governnment hospitals will have haenodial ysis
centres to treat nore patients within five years, Health M nister Datuk
Chua Jui Meng said today.

He said by the end of the year, 62 hospitals, including those in rura
areas, would provide such facilities at nom nal fees.

At present, there are 121 governnent hospitals.

Chua said it was the wish of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad t hat government hospitals provide treatnent for the poor in the
rural areas.

"This matter was di scussed in a recent Cabinet neeting as patients now
have to depend on their savings, friends and relatives to pay for their
treatnment,"” he said after visiting the Teluk Intan Hospital

Chua sai d governnment hospitals charged kidney patients RML5 per session
and it was free for the poor.

"Actually, it costs a patient about RW2,500 a nonth to seek treatnent
out si de governnent hospitals. There are al so centres managed by non-
governnment al organi sations on a non-profit basis but the nunber of
patients is on the rise.™

Chua said although there were 14 hospitals in Perak, only four -
Tai pi ng, Ipoh, Teluk Intan and Slim R ver - provided haenodi al ysi s
facilities to patients.

"By year-end, two nore centres will be operational in Seri Mnjung and
Gik hospitals in Perak," he said, adding that the facilities in |poh
woul d be expanded.

Chua said his Mnistry was also offering the Teluk Intan and SIim River
hospitals as satellite centres for Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysi a nedi ca
students to undergo their clinical stints.

"Both hospitals have specialist facilities and equi prent. The people in
these areas will benefit when nedical students do their training under the
gui dance of UKM nedi cal specialists.™

Chua said the Governnent al so recruited specialists fromlndia,
Paki st an, Bangl adesh and Myanmar to fill vacancies in major hospitals,
apart fromrelying on fresh graduates fromlocal universities.

Earlier speaking to the hospital staff, Chua said a RMIO m|lion
polyclinic, with outpatient and other support facilities, would be built
adj acent to the Teluk Intan Hospital under the Ei ghth Ml aysia Pl an

He said existing facilities at the hospital, such as the maternity unit,
woul d al so be upgraded.
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