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Rakan Miuda gets RMFOm boost, nore programmes to woo yout hs

Hayati Hayatudin

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The Rakan Muda programre has been given a shot in the
armwith a RWO mllion budget, and an expanded scope to attract a w der
spect rum of yout hs.

Youth and Sports M nister Datuk H shammuddi n Tun Hussein said the new
programe woul d feature extrene sports and I T-related activities.

"Wth funding fromthe private sector, we can attract the interest of
the four mllion youths aged between 15 and 25 in the country,” he told
the New Straits Tines

The programme has been revanped to offer activities such as speed wal |
clinmbing, in-line skating, cycling stunts, skate boarding, parasailing,
not or cross and go- karti ng.

Courses on designing websites and other IT-related activities are al so
on the cards.

O the RO million, RMB7 million is for organising activities, RVB
mllion for upgrading and setting up infrastructure and facilities, and
RW5 million for the establishment of Rakan Muda centres.

Last year's allocation of RM2 million was mainly for organising
activities.

H shanmuddi n said yout hs of today wanted nore chall enging activities and
t he Rakan Muda programe had been reorgani sed to cater to them

"Rakan Muda is not static and with the revanp, we are still inline with
the original objective to nmould productive, responsible and strong-wlled
yout hs," he said.

Contrary to popul ar belief, he said, Rakan Mida has been successfu
since its inception seven years ago with the aimof reaching a w der
audi ence.

New strategies to be introduced this year included closer co-operation
with the private sector to ensure ongoi ng projects are inplenented
successful ly.

"The private sector can view their contributions as part of their social
obligation," H shammuddi n said.

The programme will al so introduce the Rakan Miuda Anugerah Perdana to
reward active youths.

Youth and Sports director-general Datuk Raja Ruslan Raja Samah said
anong the probl ens pl agui ng Rakan Miuda was the |ack of manpower and
inability to reach youths in rural areas.

"As part of our new strategies, we will engage nore volunteers and
provide themtraining and skills to | ead Rakan Muda partici pants,” he
sai d.

The volunteers will be former social service officers under his Mnistry
and representatives of the Ml aysian Association of Youth Cubs, Belia 4B
and non-governnental organi sations.

He said the Mnistry would set up secretariats at public and private
universities to ensure the programe reached the target groups.

It would al so target industrial areas, shopping conpl exes and housi ng
ar eas.

The Rakan Muda programe was | aunched by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad on Cct 29, 1994.
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