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ASI A HAS been sonewhat of an enigmatic region to nost of the world,
especially since the predictions of the rising “Tiger' or " Dragon'
econom es fell flat in the 1997 crisis. Even as the uncertainties facing
many Asian (and Western) econom es nmount, many foreign investors are
opting to sit on the sidelines, watching to see if things beconme nore
stable, and if their noney would grow in this part of the world.

Recreating Asia: Visions for a New Century is a conpilation of essays by
both political and business |eaders in Asia, including Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, d oria Macapagal - Arroyo, Lee Kuan Yew, Tung Chee- Hnva and
Phillipe Paillart, to name a few Editors Frank-Jurgen Richter and Panel a
C M Mar have pieced together this intriguing look into the machi nery that
runs Asia's powerhouses, and seeks to expl ore business and soci o-econonic
i ssues pertaining to the future of this region, especially in the area of
gl obal i sati on, corporate governance, technol ogy and regional trade.

Divided into four main sections, this book explores the future of
bil ateral trade, technol ogy, changing lifestyles, increasing cooperation
bet ween countries, and even threats that may jeopardi se the nobilisation
of resources that will propel Asia into the next era. After achieving
econom ¢ prosperity, nmeasures need to be taken to preserve the sovereignty
of the country, and thus, matters of national security are also di scussed,
al beit very conceptually.

As many a foreign businessman would readily testify, the way things are
done in Asia is vastly different fromthe Wst, and as such, an
understanding of the Asian mind is required in order for trade and
international relations to continue to strengthen. In addressing this, a
few | ine exanples of how things are done in a |ocalised context have been
given to help readers with the conprehensi on process.

The nature of this book is one of macro views, and thus, readers with an
interest in international trade would benefit the nost fromit.
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