15/ 07/ 2002
Peopl e's market in heart of KL

Shui b Tai b

QUTSI DE Pasarakyat in Jalan Melati, in the heart of Kuala Lunpur, the
snell of local fruits, especially durians, perneated the air, while others
i ke ranbut ans, mangosteens, sal ak, petai and | angsat could be seen in
abundance.

These, and others, were the draw of a recent Fruits Fair |aunched by
Housi ng and Local Government M nister Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting, who was
acconpani ed by wife Datin Seri Wendy Ong.

Pasar akyat, a new concept market for city folk, is all about |oca
produce and handi craft.

"Pasar akyat was conceptualised in response to a call by Prinme Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, who said snall-hol ders did not have a
pl ace to market their produce,” said Ong.

"Many people still do not know about the market. Pasarakyat all ows
farnmers to market their produce directly to consunmers w thout having to go
t hrough m ddl enen. This will inprove their incone.

"The |l ocation is excellent. You won't find a simlar |ocation el sewhere
in the Golden Triangle at such cheap rental rates. This is to help the
farmers," he said.

Ong added that in tinme to conme, Pasarakyat woul d be another touri st
attraction.

"Tourists on short trips here will not have tine to travel to the
kanpungs to enj oy hone-grown produce. So, they can come here instead," he
sai d.

Pasar akyat managi ng director Steve Wng said traders were allowed free
promotions and provi ded ki osks to conduct their business.

A beautiful ly-1andscaped garden greets visitors as they enter the
grounds.

Pasarakyat is open daily. It offers shoppers free parking.
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