21/ 06/ 2002
English nmove: Get it all in place, urge educationists

Chok Suat Ling; P. Sharm ni

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Educationists today urged the Education Mnistry to
ensure all requirements were in place before proceeding with the

i npl enent ati on of teaching of Science and Mathematics in English.

Thi s includes having sufficient teachers, resource materials and
t ext books.

They agreed the nove woul d succeed in checking the declining standards
of the | anguage anong school chil dren

Former principal assistant director of the Education Mnistry's Resource
Centre (Education Technology), Rita Vias, said a proficiency evaluation
nmust be carried out to ensure teachers were ready to teach in English.

Rita, a former headm stress, said this would hel p determ ne whet her the
teachers coul d express mathematical and scientific concepts in English.

Educationist Nik Ismail Ahmad said while he supported the nove, it nust
be carried out with great care.

Nik Ismail, a former Yayasan Pel ajaran Mara director, said the nove
shoul d be carried out in phases.

He suggested two nodel s which could be inpl enented next year

The first nodel will see the nove introduced in Standards Two and Three
in renmove class, and in Forns One and Four

The second nodel proposes that it be introduced only in Standard One.

He said inplenenting the nove in phases would give the Mnistry time to
prepare the curriculum print books, train and retrain teachers.

It would al so allow schools to conduct teacher, student and parent
orientation, have library facilities, audio visual aids, and other support
and teaching itenmns.

Educationi st and social activist F.R Bhupal an said the nost crucial
thing is to have good and well trained teachers.

"Teachers must be selected and trained well so that they can cope,” she
sai d, adding they nust al so be dedi cated and focused.

Al t hough the idea was feasible, she said, programes or schenes
i npl enented for the first tine would inevitably have teething probl ens.

"These difficulties are not insurnountable and can be overcone.

Pupi | s nust be given nore notivation, while extra enphasis should be
paid to students who only speak their nother tongue."

SIJK (T) Seafield headm stress M Al aganah said the nove coul d be
i ntroduced in Tam | schools but should be carried out only when students
have a basic grasp of the I anguage.

"Now, it would not be practical as nost students can only speak in their
not her tongues.

"If the students are required to | earn these subjects in English, they
will not be able to cope."

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad had said that the teaching
of Science and Mathematics in English would start simultaneously at al
| evel s from next year

H s announcenent confirned a New Straits Times report earlier, which
said the nove would be introduced at all |evels of primary and secondary
education from next year, despite Deputy Educati on M nister Datuk Abdu
Azi z Shansuddin saying it would be inplenmented only from Standard One.
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