20 SEP 2002
Budget - Wonen/ BM
WOVEN AND FAM LY DEVELOPMENT M NI STRY GETS Bl G ALLOCATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 20 (Bernamm) -- The Wonen and Fami |y Devel opnent
Mnistry is allocated RM9.1 nmillion for next year, a 68 percent junp over
this year's figure.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, tabling the 2003 Budget in Parlianent
today, said the bigger allocation was in line with the governnment's
recognition of the role of wonmen in national econom c and soci al
devel opnent.

The prinme mnister also proposed that the paternity | eave for nmale
civil servants be increased fromthree to seven days.

"I'n addition, to enable civil servants to take care of famly matters
during the denmise of their imediate fanily, they will be given three days
of unrecorded | eave," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is also the finance minister, said that under the
fam |y devel opment programme of the National Popul ation and Fam |y
Devel opnent Board, 10 "Kasi h Kel uarga" conpl exes woul d be built next year

In an effort to reduce the financial burden on transfer of property
anong fam |y nmenbers, Dr Mahat hir proposed that the instruments of transfer
bet ween husband and wi fe, parents and children on the basis of |ove and
af fection be exenpted from50 percent of the stanp duty.

"Currently, many of us conplain on paynents of stanp duties on transfer
of proprties of |oved ones," he said.

Noting that there are about 130,000 single nothers in the country,
accounting for 1.2 percent of the femal e popul ation, Dr Mahathir said the
governnent woul d i npl ement wel fare programes for them

"Priority will be given to single nothers with a nonthly income of |ess
than RVM600 to own | ow cost houses so as to enable themto be |ocated within
the sanme vicinity.

"This will facilitate the provision of facilities such as childcare,
education and health,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir al so proposed that expenses incurred by a conpany in
sponsoring Family Day be all owed tax deductions.
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