20 SEP 2002
Budget - Sport s/ BM
SPORTS M NI STRY GETS RM227.5 MLN | N 2003 BUDGET

KUALA LUWPUR, Sept 20 (Bernanmm) -- The governnment will allocate RM27.5
mllionto the Youth and Sports Mnistry next year to ensure the success of
various sports progranmes and to pronote new activities |ike extrene and
not or sports, speed boat race and yat chi ng.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, announcing this in the
2003 Budget tabl ed today, said the governnment woul d conti nue to expand and
encour age sports programmes and activities.

This, he said, was not just as an effort to cultivate a healthy
lifestyle but alsoto attract nore international sports enthusiasts to
participate in the nation's sports activities.

Dr Mahathir said the governnent was proud of the seven gold nedal s hau
by t he Mal aysi an conti gent at the Conmonweal th Ganes i n Manchester two
nont hs ago.

But he added: "Even though we are still able to performwell in sone
sports, we lag behind in others.™

Dr Mahathir said the government wants all parties, especially in sports
associ ations, to nake a di agnosi s and undert ake urgent neasures to overcone
exi sting weaknesses rather than i ndul ge i ninternal squabbl es.

"W nust be nore confident and toughen our spirits to regain the glory
of national sports,"” he said.

The prine mnister urged everyone concerned to treat the upcom ng Asi an
Ganes in South Korea as a challenge to prove that Mal aysia had the
capability to attain greater success

"As for the national congient, prove that Ml aysia Bol eh (Mal aysi a Can
Do It)," he said.
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