05 SETP 2002
Ti oman- Devel opment
TI OVAN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY TO REVI EW PLANS

KUANTAN, Sept 5 (Bernama) -- The Ti oman Devel opment Authority (TDA)
will reviewexisting plans to ensure they were appropriate inviewof its
new status as a duty-free island.

Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob said the authority today
agreed toreviewthe island s devel opnent pl ans and assuned pl anni ng woul d
have to start from  zero'.

He said the plans included building of infrastructure, rel ocation of
gover nnent agenci es, school s and ot hers.

"Adirective has been given to TDA managenent to present devel opnent
pl ans at the next board of directors neeting," he told reporters after
chairing the board of directors neeting today.

Adnan, who is al so TDA chairnman, said the board's decision would be
forwarded to the Prime M nister's Departnent for an eval uati on by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohammad bef ore an approval is given.

In a neeting with Dr Mahathir recently, Adnan said the prime mnister
had gi ven sone instructions on Tioman's devel opnent and it woul d be
i mpl enent ed.

"Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad had urged devel opnent
in Tioman to be done in an environnent-friendly manner and ensure the
island's beauty is preserved and free of pollution," he said.

Adnan sai d Dr Mahathir al so proposed to build nore infrastructure,
including two main jetties for cargo and passengers i n Tekek, wi deni ng and
extendi ng Tioman's ai rport runway, inproving water supply capacity,
construction of roads fromTekek to Juara, a better waste di sposal system
and al so building of a marina near Tekek.

He said the prine mnister al so proposed buil di ng houses and shops at
Muikut and leasing it to eligible residents at [ow and fl exible rates.

"After listening to the prine mnister's explanation, | found Dr
Mahat hi r was ri ght about tourismand we consi der hi man advi ser on housi ng
on Tioman island,” he said.

Meanwhi | e, Adnan said residents on the island did not have to worry
because planning will ensure Ti onan devel ops i n a bal anced way, in terns of
residents' welfare, infrastructure devel opnent and al so envi ronment.
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