09/ 09/ 2002
E-Village to get new |l ease of life

Feri na Manecksha

THE Entertainment Village (E-Village) project of the Miltinedia Super
Corridor (MSC) will be given a new | ease of |life under the hands of a new
i nvestor.

According to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad, who is
chairman of the International Advisory Panel (1AP), the investor will be
given 1,800 acres of land to build three (biovalley) |aboratories and a
proper E-Village with facilities for filmmaking, to make it a world-cl ass
centre for creation of filns and mul tinedi a.

Phase 1A of E-Village, located in Dengkil, within the confines of the
MSC, was | aunched by Dr Mahathir in 2000. However, in recent nonths, the
RVMB billion project came under a barrage of attacks after the naster
devel oper - Entertainment Village Sdn Bhd - ran into financial
difficulties, thereby hanpering the project's devel opnent.

Meanwhil e, Dr Mahathir said he will not stay on as | AP chairman after he
steps down fromoffice in COctober next year.

"There is no need for ne to stay on as chairman. But | would like to
give nmy views and sit in for discussions (of future | AP neetings)," he
told reporters in Cyberjaya |last week in conjunction with the sixth I AP
nmeeti ng.

The 1 AP is a 46-nenber group of technol ogy chief technol ogy officers and
i nternational experts who provide counsel on the devel opnment of the MSC to
t he CGovernnent.

Dr Mahathir also said that the annual | AP neetings have been fruitful
and nmenbers' conments were inval uabl e.

"W now need to study and anal yse the nmany ideas and comments that were
thrown out this year for the further betternent and advancenent of the
M5C, " he sai d.

"For exanple, many advancenents in technol ogy and the use of ICT
(information and comuni cations technol ogy) today which are conmon were
t hought i npossible six years ago such as the application of three-

di mensi onal technol ogy."
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