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PPP WANTS SEATS BACK AT NEXT ELECTI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 1 (Bernamm) -- The People's Progressive Party (PPP)
shoul d be all owed to contest eight parlianmentary and 18 state
constituencies in the next general el ection, matching the nunber of seats
it heldin the 1960s, its Youth chief T.Mrugiah said today.

He said the PPP was confident of winning if given an opportunity to
contest these seats by the Barisan Nasional (BN) | eadership.

"The PPP Youth wants the party president (Datuk M Kayveas) and suprene
counci|l nmenbers to plead to the BN | eadershi p that the PPP be gi ven back
the seats it held in the 1960s," he said in his speech at the PPP Youth
annual general assenbly here.

He said the PPP should be given its share of seats as the El ection
Commi ssi on had proposed to add 25 parlianentary and 59 state seats in the
current redelineation exercise

The PPP Youth al so requested that Kayveas be nade a minister and that
its other | eaders be given proper recognition by being appointed to
district and town councils.

"We are grateful to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad for
maki ng our president a Senator and a deputy m ni ster (Housing and Loca
Government) but conpared to other conponent party nenbers (| eaders) who are
m ni sters, the PPP president too deserves this honour," he said.

The assenbly was opened by BN Yout h head Dat uk H shanmuddi n Tun
Hussei n.

However, the assenbly passed a resol ution asking for 12 parlianmentary
and 21 state seats, saying that the PPP has reached a high | evel of
maturity and now has sone 320, 000 nenbers, eight tines nore thanits
menbership in 1972

At a press conference |later, Kayveas said it was tine that the seats
were returned to the PPP as the party felt that "it could handl e the
seats."

"Some BN conponent parties have said that they do not want seats, and
we are ready to accept whatever is given to us. W know we can deliver," he
sai d when asked on the resol ution

However, he said the PPP was not issuing an ultimatumto the BN
| eadership and woul d l eave it to Dr Mahathir, who is the BN chairman, to
deci de.

"But we wi sh to enphasise that the giving of seats to us nust be based
on merit...if the Prinme Mnister thinks we can deliver and we have the
capabilities to deliver then by all means pl ease gi ve us our due," he said.

Asked on the request for himto be nade a minister, Kayveas said the
Yout h wi ng nade the resol ution after considering the fact that nost of the
BN conponent party | eaders were federal mnisters.

At the same press conference, H shamuddi n said the i ssue of seat
al | ocati on woul d be di scussed by the top BN | eader shi p.

"This tinme around we have nore seats, so | think it is enough to make
everyone happy," he said.

The assenbl y al so passed 16 ot her resol utions, including one urging the
government to ban notorists fromsnoki ng behind t he wheel

"But we wi sh to enphasise that the giving of seats to us nust be based
on nerit...if the Prime Mnister thinks we can deliver and we have the
capabilities to deliver then by all means pl ease give us our due," he said.

Asked on the request for himto be nmade a m nister, Kayveas said the



Yout h wi ng made the resol ution after considering the fact that nost of the
BN conponent party | eaders were federal mnisters.

At the sane press conference, H shamuddi n said the i ssue of seat
al  ocati on woul d be di scussed by the top BN | eader shi p.

"This tine around we have nore seats, so | think it is enough to nake
everyone happy, " he said.

The assenbly al so passed 16 ot her resol utions, including one urging the
government to ban notorists fromsnoki ng behind t he wheel .

The del egates al so urged the governnment to give civil servants a pay
rise, build nore | owcost flats and abolish |l awer's fees for bank | oan
agreenents.
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