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Front - page coverage for PMs announcenent in |ocal, Singapore nedia

Bal an Mbses

DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s sudden decision to resign sent the nation
into shock | ast week with many unable to accept the fact that the father
of nmodern Mal aysia would no | onger be at the helm

The effect was somewhat diluted on Tuesday when the Prine Mnister's
pl anned wit hdrawal from active politics was announced by Deputy Prine
M ni ster and heir apparent, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badaw .

The Bahasa Ml aysia dailies, the Chinese and Tam | Press, and the
Si ngapore nedi a, gave front-page coverage to the announcenent of Dr
Mahat hir's departure from government and party politics in Cctober next
year.

Berita Harian, on Wednesday, said all doubts over Dr Mahathir's
resi gnati on had been cleared foll owi ng the announcenent of the date when
Dr Mahathir woul d | eave.

In an editorial that advised the nation in general, and Umo nenbers
specifically, the newspaper said unity was of utnost inportance in
ensuring a snooth succession.

It pointed out that a start had already been nmade with the three Ummo
vi ce-presidents supporting Dr Mahathir's succession plan.

For the record, the Prine Mnister will hand over all official duties to
Abdul | ah after the Organisation of Islamc Conference neeting on Cct 24
and 25 next year.

Berita Harian said the spirit of unity prevailing within the senior Umo
| eadershi p over the succession should filter down to the grassroots.

It also underlined the fact that Dr Mahathir, until he steps down at the
end of next year, would effectively |l ead the nation with Abdullah carrying
out his duties as usual as Deputy Prime Mnister and deputy Umo
pr esi dent .

The newspaper had, in its editorial on Monday, opined that many had
expected Dr Mahathir to announce the withdrawal of his resignation before
|l eaving for Italy on holiday.

This foll owed Abdullah's statenment to this effect soon after Dr
Mahat hir's enoti onal announcenment of his resignation at the Umo general
assenbly | ast Saturday.

Ut usan Mal aysia said the announcenent that Dr Mahathir would only step
down next year had somewhat softened the the earlier dramatic announcenent
to resign.

It al so removed nuch of the uncertainty about the post-Mbhathir
| eader shi p, columist Awang Sel amat said on Wednesday.

The newspaper thanked God for the opportunity given to the nation to be
better prepared for Dr Mahathir's departure fromactive politics and
gover nment service.

The transition period will enable Abdullah to prepare for the duties and
responsibilities of Prine Mnister, he added.

According to Awang Sel amat, the non de plune of the editor, the Prine
M nister's quit announcenment had silenced critics who had hurled all sorts
of allegations against him The columist hoped that the transition would
all ow a snoot h handi ng over of the baton from Dr Mahathir to Abdul | ah.

A Utusan Malaysia witer on Thursday said Ml aysi ans shoul d respect the
wi shes of Dr Mahathir who had served the nation for 21 years as Prine
M ni ster.

"Dr Mahathir's wishes at the age of 76 to plan a life henceforth as a



normal Ml aysi an shoul d be respected although it will be difficult to
release him" said the witer.

He exhorted Mal aysians to repay Dr Mahathir for his dedication and
commitment to the future of the country by working hard for the comon
good.
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