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Fear, distrust will stifle Malay dynam sm

Rozi Al

ITis a troubling question: |Is Mlay underachi evenrent a state of m nd? The
call for attitudinal changes by national |eaders and the renewed interest
in Revolusi Mental seemto suggest it is.

True, we nmade admirable progress in many areas. But we are al so | aggards
in sone. Much has been done by the Governnent in terns of affirmative
action but what explains the academ c gap, for instance, between the
Chi nese and Mal ays?

From David McClelland s theory of nental viruses (notably, the n-ach or
need for achievenment) to Al ex |Inkeles' theory of changing the spirit of
man so that he adapts to and pronotes nodernity to Everett Hegen's
psychoanal yti cal theory of "w thdrawal of status respect”, all declare
attitudi nal and val ue changes as pre-requisites for an achieving society.

W del ude ourselves if we continue to point our fingers at the
hi storico-structural |egacy of the colonial masters.

At the end of the day, it is values or psychol ogi cal forces that
determ ne the rate of social and econonmic growh. The I arger the nunber of
peopl e i nfected by strategic psychol ogical ingredient, the greater the
progress of the society.

The n-ach or need for achievenent, for exanple, is reflected in a
pattern of thought that says, "do sonething better than it had ever been
done before"

This is visible in many Chi nese students: tell themonly 4As in STPM
will gain them adm ssion in nmedical or |aw schools and they will do it.

The inposition of a higher standard does not rattle them WMaster IT,

i ntoned the Governnent. The Chinese quietly do it way ahead of the Ml ays.
Conmpared to the Chinese, many Ml ays do not have high nobility aspirations
for the self or show willing-ness to take risks.

H story shows that the Mal ays do not have an anti-intellectual culture.
Maybe, it has been eclipsed by the shaping and danpi ng of anbitions to fit
narrow goal s such as the one advocated by orthodox ul ama that one child
shoul d undertake Quranic nmenorisation to ensure the parents a place in
heaven.

And the cultivation of gratitude for whatever little one has leads to
t he underval ui ng of education and the pursuit of know edge.

Fear of innovation, distrust of the new and over-dependence on the
recei ved wi sdom of religious |eaders whose orthodoxy hardly inspire
dynam sm

To borrow the words of Peruvian intellectual Sal azer Bondy,

"Under devel opment is not a collection of statistical indices that enabl es
a soci o-econom c picture to be drawn.

"It is a state of mnd, a way of expression, a formof outlook and a
collective personality marked by chronic infirmties and mal adj ustments. "

Those with settled opinion on these i ssues woul d have been unsettled by
Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s revel ati ons on the plight
of the Ml ays.

The reality is that the Ml ays are at crossroads. True, their rights and
privileges are constitutionally protected.

But unless and until the Ml ays stand economically and intellectually at
par with the Chinese and are willing to forego sone di nensions of their
rights, the extent to which our society can be norally and culturally
pluralistic and equitable remains a troubling question



The rel evance of the affirmative action programe nust depend on an open
assessnment of their fairness and their capacity to nove us clearly to a
scoiety with social, civil and economic justice for all

And certainly, it should not serve as a canouflage for exclusion of the
others or worse, the sapping of state resources to the point the Ml ays
conprom se their self-esteemand integrity.

Affirmative action should remain only when they still prove to be
instrunmental |y valuable in overcom ng any soci o-econom ¢ gaps.

Sonme criticise Dr Mahathir for washing the dirty Iinen of the Malays in
public. But the failure to address the weaknesses in the open is to
nurture a racial welfare systemthat neither nmakes the Ml ays i ndependent
nor strengthens their self-esteem

Dr Mahathir's comrents should be seen as an intell ectual engagenent wth
the conmunity, one which is dependent on a consciousness that is
unremttingly devoted to rational investigation and noral judgnent.

Wthout a critical response fromthe Mal ays, his illum nating remarks
beconme a brief occasion, sentenced to early death by inaction

Hard as it is, we need to raise enbarrassing questions, confront
ort hodoxy and dognma, to be sonmeone who cannot easily be co-opted out and
whose raison d' etre is to represent all those issues which are swept aside
under the rug.

Much will be lost if we could not productively facilitate further
critical action and change. After all, the only true path to affirmation
of the self is to act, to manifest grit and will, and to create new
values. It would be a tragedy if the Ml ays, over political differences or
m spl aced pride, feel that they should not be spoken for, articulated and
represented by far-sighted | eaders |like Dr Mhathir.
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