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Fear over Bum devel opnent |ag

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

BANG , Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today expressed fear that
Bum put eras would be unable to enjoy a better standard of living in a
devel oped Malaysia if they continued to ignore the necessity to naster
know edge and skills.

The Prime Mnister said the Bum puteras would be |l eft behind even after
Mal aysi a attains a devel oped nation status if such ignorance persisted,
especi al |y anong the younger generation

"W want to be a devel oped nation one day, but we do not want to see a
situation where we are devel oped but the mgjority of the rakyat are not
able to enjoy the fruits of devel opnent because of a lack of capability.

"We know that the Bumi puteras are not in any way inferior than the other
races but the problemis that the nunber of Bum puteras who are interested
i n pursuing the necessary know edge and skills is very limted," Dr
Mahat hir said in his speech at the opening of the Ml aysi a- France
Institute (MFI) here.

MFI is an advanced skills training institute set up by the governnents
of Mal aysi a and France.

Mara is the local partner while the French Governnent provides soft
| oans for the purchase of equi pnent and supports technical expertise
t hrough a technol ogy provider conpany, Boccard.

Speaki ng before hundreds of M-l students, lecturers and foreign
dignitaries, Dr Mahathir said that the CGovernment had the necessary funds
to create training institutions.

But he |l amented that merely creating such institutions would not help if
there was no interest anong the people, especially the Bum puteras, to
make use of such opportunities.

Dr Mahathir said that to close the gap between the Bum puteras and the
non- Bum put eras, the Governnment had set up Mara whose function was to
devel op the Bum puteras.

Just after Independence, the Governnent had di scovered that the
Bum put era and non-Bumi putera gap in ternms of skills and ability was
gl ari ng.

This gap, Dr Mahathir said, had caused the Bum puteras to assumne that
tasks requiring nechanical or technical skills could only be performed by
t he ot her races.

"Thi s conception has been proven wong because if you train hard enough
and | earn the necessary skills, anybody can succeed,"” he said, adding that
t he younger generation should appreciate the opportunities placed at their
feet now

"This is what we call upward nobility, if our parents were fromthe
| ower ranks of society earning neagre incones, we hope the younger
generation would break free and attain the necessary skills and know edge
...you rmust aim high!"

Thanki ng the French Governnment for its support and contributions in
setting up MFl, Dr Mahathir said the nation was in dire need of know edge
and skilled workers.

"I'f they acquire high-paying jobs due to their ability, this wuld al so
contribute towards our econonic devel opnment. ™"

Al so present today were Entrepreneur Devel opment M nister Datuk Seri
Nazri Aziz, Ml chairman Datuk Mohd Mydin Sheriff, Selangor Menteri Besar
Dat uk Seri Mhd Khir Toyo and French Ambassador to Mal aysia Xavi er



Dri encourt.
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