06 JUL 2002
Muhyi ddi n- Transi ti on
UWMNO MEMBERS SHOULD AVOl D SPECULATI ON THAT CAN AFFECT TRANSI TI ON

BATU PAHAT, July 6 (Bernama) -- Umo vice-president Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n
Yassi n sai d Umo nmenbers shoul d avoi d specul ati on and maki ng t heir own
pl ans so that the process of |eadership transition in Umo and the
governnent can proceed snoothly.

He said they shoul d concentrate on work because the | eadership
transition process would go on well, insya-Allah.

"What needs to be focused is that the teamspirit in Umo should be
mai nt ai ned, " he said at a nedi a conference after |aunching the Batu Pahat
Umo division's nenbership drive, here today.

He said that the advi ce was bei ng extended to nmenbers at the grassroots
| evel as party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and his deputy,

Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi had urged that solidarity and cooperation
shoul d be enmphasi sed during the | eadership transition process.

Muhyi ddi n, who is al so Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister
sai d there shoul d not be any effort or action that coul d j eopardi se the
smoot hness of the transition process.

"Inthis matter, we should ensure that the strength and solidarity of
Umo as well as the existing close cooperation anong the top | eadershi p,
even anong the vice-presidents, woul d be nmaintained," he said.

He said if the situation in Umo was al ready good, then it shoul d be
mai ntai ned and in fact strengthened.

"No one should try to create a situation which can jeopardi se party
solidarity...like making specul ati on and pl ans t hat woul d benefit certain
i ndi vi dual s, because the president's nessage is clear, that is to ensure
the party's strength,"” he said.

Muhyi ddin said it was not only the | eadership transition process that
was i nportant because after that it was al so nore i nportant to strengthen
the party with the focus on efforts to increase the Mal ay support for Umo.

He said party nenmbers shoul d not be too pre-occupied with the
| eadership transition per se, on who, when and why whi ch coul d cause too
much politicking which was actually bad for Umo.

In his speech earlier, he said there was no such thing as "TeamA, B or
C' in Umo because what exi sted was nerely the "Umo Teani whi ch strongly
uphel d the principles of the party's struggles for the religion, race and
country whi ch had enabl ed Umo to | ead t he governnent and face vari ous
chall enges all this while.

He al so expl ai ned that Dr Mahathir planned to step down i n Cctober next
year not because of any pressure or that there were groups out to topple
him on the contrary, it was on his own accord because he had been | eadi ng
the party and governnment for 21 years.

"We shoul d respect the Prime M nister's decision," he said, adding that
the 16-nmonth period up to Cctober next year woul d enabl e the | eadership
transition to be carried out snoothly.
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