07/ 07/ 2002
Focus on inpending by-el ections

Bal an Mbses
ELECTION fever hit the country followi ng the announcenment of the July 18
Pendang parlianmentary and Anak Bukit State by-elections in Kedah

The Bahasa Ml aysia Press alternated between this and the equally
exciting matter of whether Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Razak
woul d ascend to the position of Deputy Prine Mnister next year

Berita Harian, highlighting the fact that a battle royale was | oom ng on
the political horizon, said constituents in both areas shoul d ask
t hensel ves several searching questions.

One was whet her Pas, under its | ate president Datuk Fadzil Noor, had
been effective in devel opi ng both constituenci es where he was MP and State
Assenbl yman

They shoul d al so conpare the devel opnent in the rest of the country with
that of Pas-controlled Kel antan and Ter engganu

For the Barisan Nasional, the newspaper opined in its editorial, victory
will not cone easily.

Berita Harian felt that a ot of work needed to go into canpaigning with
its election machinery pushed to the linmt for success.

Umo | eaders in Kedah needed to work hard to ensure victories and
reassure the people in the State that the BN was the only party that could
guar ant ee devel opnent.

Last Monday, the newspaper quoted Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khali
Yaakob as saying that the party had yet to decide on its candidates for
t he by-el ections.

Berita Harian said Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi woul d anal yse the situation on the ground and advise Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Ut usan Malaysia, inits Bisik Bisik colum, said early reports indicated
that Fadzil's son may be a candidate for the by-el ections.

Thi s was probably because Pas did not have any issues to fight besides
the fact that the party would gain by using sentinmental factors against
the Bari san Nasi onal

Col ummi st Awang Sel amat felt that Umo should go for the votes of fence-
sitters to ensure victory as they woul d decide the out-cone of the
contests.

Ut usan Mal aysia on Friday quoted Umo information chief Tan Sri Megat
Junid Megat Ayub as urging Pas not to politicise Fadzil's death to garner
votes in the two el ections.

According to the former Mnister, he had heard runours all eging that
Fadzi| had been poisoned by certain quarters and that the opposition party
was using this in its canpaigns.

Megat Junid urged Pas to stop this vicious rumuor if it was indeed using
it in the canpaign for the seats.

On the Umo front, both Berita Harian and Utusan Mal aysia carried a
story on Thursday quoting Najib as expressing surprise at Dr Mahathir's
statenment that the fornmer may becone Abdull ah's deputy in future

Saying that he was surprised by the open manner in which it was stated,
the Defence M nister, the nost senior Umo vice-president, added that who
woul d assune the Deputy Prime Mnister's post next year was up to the
party | eadership.

Asked if the statenent was an aknowl edgenment of his future position
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