16 OCT 2002
Mahat hi r- Vi si t
DR MAHATHI R LEAVES FOR INDI A (Wth pix)

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 16 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad | eft for Hyderabad today to begin his six-day visit to India,

Paki st an and Saudi Arabi a.

The prinme mnister, acconpanied by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mbhaned
Ali, departed fromthe Royal Ml aysian Air Force (RVAF) base in Subang on a
special aircraft at 1pm

They were seen off by Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmed
Badawi and cabi net mnisters.

In India, Dr Mahathir is scheduled to visit Hyderabad I nformation
Technol ogy Engi neering Consultancy (Hitec City), which is often viewed as
the future Silicon Valley of India.

Dr Mahathir will then head for New Del hi (COct 17-18), where he is
schedul ed to neet Indian Prime Mnister Atal Bihari Vaj payee and President
A P.J. Abdul Kalamin the Indian capital.

Dr Mahathir will visit Pakistan on Friday and Saturday and Saudi Arabia
fromQCct 19 to 21.

In Pakistan, the prime mnister is scheduled to | aunch a Tenaga
Nasi onal Bhd power station and witness the signing of two nenoranduns of
under st andi ng (MoUs) between Ml aysi a and Paki st an.

He will also call on President Pervez Musharraf and attend a bil ateral
di scussi on.

In Saudi Arabia, Dr Mahathir will deliver a keynote address at a
sem nar on "The Future Vision of the Saudi Econony Till the Year 2020" in
Ri yadh.

He will also neet and hold a dial ogue session with prom nent corporate
| eaders at a function organi sed by the Saudi - Mal aysi a Busi ness Counci | .
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