12 APR 2002
Mahat hi r- Di al ogue
PM HOLDS DI ALOGUE W TH FEDERAL OFFI CERS | N KELANTAN

KOTA BAHARU, April 12 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
hel d a di al ogue with 1,500 f ederal governnent officers working i n Kel antan
in conjunction with his one-day visit to the state.

The Prime Mnister hinmself chaired the session at the main hall of
Uni versiti Sains Mal aysi a's nmedi cal canpus in Kubang Keri an.

Clad in a blue baju nelayu, he stood on the stage and invited the
officers present to put forward any question they wi shed to ask.

The of ficers, who i ncluded Kel ant an Educati on Departnent officials and
Hospital USMnedi cal officers, pronptly responded to the openinvitation.

One nedi cal officer who | ectures at the canpus raised the probl em of
teachi ng a huge nunber of students and at the sane tinme working in the
hospital .

Dr Mahat hir responded by saying that the demand fromstudents to enter
nmedi cal faculties was high.

"We did try to increase the nunber of seats and nmedical faculties to
accommmodat e t he hi gh demand. And we will continue to do so fromtine to
tine," he said.

Stressing that the country was still short of doctors, he expressed
regret that some qualified students could not get to study nedicine in
| ocal universities due to linited places.

"I met a Mal aysian, a wonan, who i s studying in Moscow. | asked her why
was she studyi ng here (Mbscow), and she sai d she had applied to do nedicine
(in Mal aysi a) but was of fered engi neeering i nstead. Because of her deep
interest (in nedicine), her fanmly was willing to pay for her studies
abroad, " he said.

Anot her of fi cer asked who shoul d be bl amed when a Musl i mnati on was
def eat ed by enemies of Islam and the Prine M nister said Muslins
thenmsel ves contributed to such natters.

He said I slamtaught its followers to be al ways ready and enhance their
sel f-defence to avoi d being colonised and to instil fear anbng their
enem es, but at present none of the Miuslimcountries could match Western
nations.

"There are 1.3 billion Muslinms in the world. If thereis one really
strong Islam c country, Israel will certainly not be able to carry out the
atrocities. Nowit does not care. W are weak because we don't possess the
know edge, " he said.

Dr Mahat hir said Muslinms nmust master science and technol ogy to be able
to conpet e agai nst devel oped countries, all of which are non-Mislim
nations.

"I'f we don't possess know edge in science and engineering, it is
i npossi ble for us to produce weapons," he said.

The Prime M nister congratul ated fenmal e students on their success in
controlling 70 percent of the places in |ocal universities.

"Where are the boys? They have not been responsible with regard to the
religion's call that they protect the nation. They are engrossed in ot her
t hi ngs not needed by us," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said that due to a | ack of expertise in science and
technol ogy and linited financi al resources, Ml aysi a was forced to defend
itself fromother countries.

"But I'mconfident that the Mal ays can control the world if they work
hard, " he added.
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