25 AUG 2002
Abdul I ah-Q arify
ABDULLAH CLARI FI ES OQUTCOVE OF MEETI NG W TH MALAY NGO s

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 25 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d today that media reports on his neeting with
representatives from 36 non-governnental organisations (NGO s) representing
Mal ay i nterests are i naccurate.

There was no total agreenent on the use of English to teach Sci ence and
Mat hemati cs in school s.

"Some agreed while others did not," he told Bernama

They also felt that the use of Bahasa Mal aysia in the teaching of
Sci ence and Mat hemati cs shoul d not be bl amed for Mal ay students' weakness
in the two subjects, he said.

The representatives al so did not oppose efforts to upgrade the teaching
and | earning of English so that students woul d be nore efficient and
skilled in using the | anguage.

"What needs to be done is to i nprove the nethod of teaching these
subjects and nake it nore effective," he said.

They al so wanted nore effective nmeasures to be taken to upgrade the
teachi ng and | ear ni ng of Bahasa Mal aysia i n schools to enhance its status
as the national |anguage and | anguage of know edge.

The neeting with the NGO s was held at the Umo headquarters here
yest er day.

He sai d however they were not agai nst the English | anguage poli cy.

Abdul | ah sai d he woul d present their views to the governnent especially
to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad for consideration

He nmade the clarification because newspapers today reported that the 36
NGO s had agreed to the use of English in the teaching of science and
mat hematics i n schools fromnext year
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