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THE Langkawi International Festival of Arts (Lifa) returns to Langkawi for
a week-long celebration of the island's arts and | egends, in conjunction
with the second Mal aysia International Arts Mnth.

Fol | owi ng the successful inaugural Lifa in 2000, the festival is set to
be a standard feature in the island s cal endar every two years. Jointly
organi sed by the Mnistry of Culture, Arts and Tourism Ml aysi a and
Langkawi Devel opment Authority, this year's event will be held fromCct 5
to 11, 2002, under the theme “Arts and Legends'.

"The festival is to pronbte Langkawi as one of the top tourist islands
inthe wrld via folk arts, folk songs and many other types of arts,' says
Fi sool Misa, assistant secretary of Culture and Arts Policy, Mnistry of
Culture, Arts and Tourism Mal aysia. "In 2000, the festival was nore a
visual arts exhibition, featuring photos and paintings. This year, we have
br oadened the scope of arts to include dance, nusic, visual arts, crafts
and so on.'

The week starts off with a gala opening at Dataran Lang, |aunched by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad. Langkawi is nost fanous for
its legend of Mahsuri, a village maiden who was sentenced to death for a
crime she did not conmt. But visitors can also take a peek at the | egends
of various other countries perfornmed by nultinational participants in a
cul tural extravaganza that Saturday night. There will also be a
traditional Mal aysi an dance, the Joget Lanbak, as well as a perfornmance by
songbird Siti Nurhaliza.

O her events lined up for the week include an international |egendary
treasure hunt, folk songs and poetry renditions, a traditional village
banquet and folk theatre, which includes a Wayang Kulit (shadow pl ay)
per f or mance.

The treasure hunt will introduce various international cultures to
partici pants by bringing themthrough several checkpoints around the
island. Visitors can also spend an evening at Mahsuri's village at U u
Mel aka, where they will be treated to a theatre presentation by | ocal
school children, evening tea, cultural presentations and denonstrations of
paddy husking, traditional food preparation and fashion.

Thr oughout the week, one can visit the Langkawi Craft Conplex for a
whol e variety of activities. These include craft-maki ng denonstrati ons of
t he Kel antanese kite, traditional flutes and drunms, Malay tops, shadow
puppets and bird traps; a craft bazaar and exhibition of the Mek Ml ung,
Ji key and Kuda Kepang, anobng others; a Ml aysian traditional ganes
conpetition, such as the congkak, sepak raga, rumah batu and bl owpi pi ng; a
martial arts denonstration, a bird-singing conpetition, an international
flower arrangenent conpetition, as well as natural dye denonstrations.

There are even activities lined up for children, such as the Fairytalia
- fairytale presentation by children fromdifferent countries - and an
international art conpetition, international traditional ganes and
international story telling conpetitions.

Hot el s, shoppi ng conpl exes and ot her public areas have been roped in to
add to the festivities with international cuisine pronotions and cul tural
per f or mances.

And to close the week with a bang, there will be a procession of
i nternational |egendary weddi ngs, conplete with a weddi ng recepti on at
Dat aran Lang, performances by popular singers as well as a fireworks



di spl ay.

"W want to wel conme tourists, both foreign and local, to this festival,"
says Fisool. “In the future, we hope to nmake the festival as fampus as
LI MA (Langkawi International Maritinme and Aerospace show). LIMA is also
hel d every two years, so with LIMA and Lifa held on alternate years, we
want to give people something to |l ook forward to in Langkawi every year.'
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