21/ 06/ 2002

Finding faith anong friends

VWHEN our Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad visited Pope John
Paul 1l at the Vatican earlier this nonth, it was to discuss the
escal ating Pal estinian-Israel conflict.

The invitation was extended by the Pope in recognition of Dr Mahathir as
a | eading Muslim| eader whose noderate voice has nmanaged to influence the
Musl i m wor | d.

We guessed that for an effective dialogue to take place, both | eaders
must have a reasonabl e | evel of know edge about each other's religion

Thi s encouraged us at YouthQuake to find out nore about what we, at
horme, know of each other's faiths.

We ran a survey involving 100 secondary school students and university
undergraduates to find out just this. What we discovered was shocki ng!

It was a good thing the questionnare was multipl e-choice. Even then
t here were many bl ank expressions!

We cane up with five questions each pertaining to Islam Buddhi sm
H ndui sm Si khi smand Christianity. The deal was that everyone woul d
answer a questionnaire about a religion that wasn't theirs.

Bl ank faces aside, there were many furrowed brows, frantic di scussions
and the all-tine favourite Ml aysian student's act of desperation -

t embak-i ng"

C non guys. Have you never heard of Sikhisnf? That word elicited giggles
from some respondents. Mire blank stares. Mention "turban" and only then a
| ook of recognition dawns.

O the 20 per cent of respondents who answered the questionnaire on
Si khism not ONE got all the answers right! Mst scored 60 per cent,

t hough we suspect it had to do with target practice (read: guess work).

A Sikh is supposed to have five things on his body - the kesh (hair),
kara (steel bangle), kirpan (sword), kanga (wooden comb) and kaccha
(cotton underwear).

VWhen asked to single out which one of the itens was not part of the 5Ks
of Sikhism nostly guessed the kirpan which is in fact the synbol of
courage and sel f defence for Sikhs.

The answer however should have been kurta (shirt), which we threwin to
confuse you.

You guys get a holiday on Awal Miharram don't you? Sadly, you have no
i dea why. Seventy per cent of you think it's to cel ebrate the Prophet
Muhamrad' s birthday. That's Maul i dul Rasul

Awal Miharramis the first day of the Mislim cal endar

There was a bright spark anong the respondents, 16-year-old Azfar Hanif
Azizi from Taman Tun Dr Ismail. What was wonderfully ironic was that this
boy knew nore about Christianity than his own religion, as he
enbarrassingly admtted. Azfar attributed his famliarity about the topic
to tel evision programes and novi es.

To support his famliarity with Christianity, a heartwarm ng 41 per cent
scored full marks here. So we're not totally lost in this jungle.

Buddhi sm came in a close second with 40 per cent scoring all-correct
answers.

Per haps then nore should watch Hi ndi/ Tani |/ Chi nese/ Arab novies to
educat e oursel ves about each other's faith and culture. Hritik Roshan as
Lord Shiva, Amir Khan as Lord Ganesh and Rahul Roy as Lord Vishnu shoul d
attract enough attention!



Mul ti pl e-choi ce questions aside, the real test probably canme in the form
of inpronptu questions that reveal ed so much nore. \Wen asked sinple
guestions |ike when Wesak is cel ebrated, sone funbled. (For goodness
sake, it's a public holiday!)

VWile many were able to throw key words around (1i ke "nooncake",

"l anterns”, "kavadi"), there was little or no know edge about the
festivals cel ebrated by each religion. (Incidentally, Thaipusamis
strictly a Ml aysian thing!)

How coul d we have allowed this to happen?

Yet we know it's pretty cool living in multi-religious Mlaysia. W
visit our friends' and nei ghbours' honmes during religious festivals and
gorge ourselves silly on rendang and nasi hinpit, crispy love letters,
mutton curry with puttu mayam and sodhi. W al so get ang pows, duit raya,
presents... So bl essed are we!

If we learnt nore about each other's faith, it would make us nore
sensitive, nore tolerant and respectful of one another

Here's sonet hing that need not have happened had sonme peopl e been nore
know edgeabl e and sensitive to another's faith.

There was a letter in one newspaper recently conplaining that a cow had
been sl aughtered in a school conpound during Hari Raya Haji.

For the Muslins this conmenorates the tinme when Prophet Abraham on
CGod's orders, got ready to sacrifice his son Prophet Ismail. It was a test
of faith and devotion, which in the end saw the father sacrificing a cow
i nstead, as repl acenent.

To mark this day, on every Hari Raya Haji cows are slaughtered and the
meat distributed to the poor.

But when a cow was sl aughtered in a school conmpound on this day, sone
I ndi an students, Hi ndus who revere the cow, were shocked to see bl ood-
stained grass. They didn't want to go anywhere near the place and found it
of fensive and insensitive. Rightfully so.

So you see, this is why we need to | earn about other religious beliefs,
custons and traditional norns.

* Have you felt unconfortable in school or coll ege when soneone know ngly
or unknow ngly of fended your religious beliefs? Be it food, the burning of
i ncense, or ignorance of religious practices, we'd |like to hear your
stories. Please e-mail us at yquake@stp.comny by June 25.
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