27/ 07/ 2002

Fly flag or build arches to cel ebrate Merdeka Day

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - As Merdeka Day approaches, Ml aysi ans shoul d begin
flying the flag for the nonth-1ong cel ebration, Culture, Arts and Tourism
M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir said.

He said people could also do other things |ike erecting arches to mark
t he day.

"There will be a nationw de countdown on the eve of Merdeka, and there
wi || be seven chants of Merdeka at m dnight,"” he said yesterday.

The cel ebrations, to be | aunched by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad at Dataran Merdeka on Aug 17, will end in Port Di ckson on
Sept 16.

For Muslinms, a special Friday sernon on | ndependence will be delivered
at nosques nationwi de on Aug 30.

H ndus will hold Merdeka Day prayers on Aug 30 while Christians,

Buddhi sts, Sikhs and Taoists will do so on Aug 25.
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