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Forumto discuss Asian role in econom c recovery

Ham sah Hamid

THREE Asian premers, 20 mnisters and various industry officials wll
meet on Sunday to find ways of expanding Asia's contribution to the gl oba
econom c recovery.

The hi gh-level discussions are part of the Wrld Econom ¢ Forum s (VEF)
11t h East Asian Economic Summit (EAS) that starts on Sunday and ends on
Tuesday.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and his counterparts from
Si ngapore, Goh Chok Tong, and Thail and, Thaksin Shinawatra, w ||l be anong
the 800 participants from30 countries at the sunmt.

"W will also look at Asia's regional integration through bilateral and
regi onal cooperation such as Association of South-East Asian Nations
(Asean) and Asean + 3.

"The managenent style in Asia will al so be enphasised during the sunmt,
especi ally on corporate governance to prevent Enron-1ike cases.

"Unli ke Europe, Asian countries are not honogenous and the countries are
of different |evels of devel opnent,” WEF director (Asia) Frank-Jurgen
Richter told reporters when announcing details of the sutmit at a pre-
summt press conference in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Al so present was Petroliam Nasi onal Bhd (Petronas) chairman and chi ef
executive officer Tan Sri Mhd Hassan Marican

Petronas is the sunmt's cooperating partner, working together with
Geneva- based WEF in organising the 11th EAS, thened "Renewing Asia's
Foundati ons of Growth: Building on Diversity".

Dr Mahathir will deliver a keynote address on the first day of the
summ t while Singapore's Goh and Thail and's Thaksin will speak on regiona
i ntegration.

O her senior governnment representatives from Mal aysia are Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi, Defence M nister Datuk Seri
Naji b Razak and International Trade and |Industry M nister Datuk Seri
Rafi dah Azi z.

The three-day EAS, which is hosted by Kuala Lumpur for the first tinme,
al so brings together participants fromthe industry, non-governnenta
organi sati ons, |abour novenments as well as student representatives.

Ri chter said discussions will extend beyond economic matters. The summit
wi Il also touch on social issues like health, |abour, wonmen and religion.

He said for the first time, a business-Iabour dialogue will be held
during the summt.

Meanwhi | e, Hassan said di scussions on energy will include issues
deliberated at the recent International Energy Forumin Osaka.

He said that participants to EAS will have the opportunity to see unity
anong multi-ethnicity in Malaysia as well as the country's |iberal and
noder ate policies.

O her issues to be discussed at the sunmit include individual country
out | ook, prospects for regional integration, managing Asia's security
threat, Asia's relations with China and India, rebuilding Asia's
conpetitiveness and the role of wonmen as | eaders in Asia.

The sectoral focus will be on finance |ike corporate governance, banking
refornms and venture capital; information technol ogy covering technol ogy
outl ook and digital divide; and social issues such as Islamin Asia,
religion and nation-building, and young Asi an | eaders.
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