24/ 09/ 2002

Busi nessman | odges report against Nk Aziz for slander

BACHOK, Mon. - A businessman has | odged a police report against Datuk Nik
Abdul Aziz Nik Mat claimng the Kel antan Menteri Besar had accused Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad of not knowi ng how to recite the
Qur an.

Mohd Zain Yasim 37, filed the report at the district police station at
5. 40pm yest er day.

He al so handed over to the police a cassette said to contain the
recording of a ceramah by Ni k Aziz at Sekol ah Menengah Agama Arab Beris
Lal ang, near here, at about 11pm on Saturday where the Pas spiritual
| eader had al | egedly passed the remarks.

Mohd Zain said he did the recording of Nik Aziz's speech hinsel f.

"In his ceramah, N k Aziz had clained that Dr Mahathir, who is Umo
president, had in his w nding-up speech during the Umo general assenbly
said that he did not know howto recite the Quran and so, he coul d not
argue with those who are well-versed," he said.

Mohd Zain said he was a del egate at the general assenbly and at no tine
had Dr Mahat hir made such a statenent during his speech.

He said NNk Aziz's remarks was a slander, ained at ruining Dr Mahathir's
good nane.

Acting district police chief Assistant Superintendent Hafik Jabil
confirmed receiving the report.

He said the case woul d be investigated under the Penal Code.
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