20/ 07/ 2002

Forei gners awed by Dr Mahathir's remarks

BLUNT, succinct, eloquent and cutting were sone of the words used to
describe Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad' s openi ng remarks
at the conference yesterday.

Foreign partici pants appeared surprised at the forthright and
transparent manner in which Dr Mahathir |isted the reasons for the
i ntell ectual and social poverty in the Muslimworld.

"The speech was extrenely apt and extrenmely wel cone," said Boston
Uni versity Ant hropol ogy professor Robert Hefner

"It is inportant to recognise that Muslinms seeking to nmake it in nodern
soci ety can do so in ways that vary, in ways that acknow edge the change
of circunstances in the world."

Thi s, he added, includes |earning nore than just religious know edge. It
necessi tates an understanding of conplexity of the world of science and
t echnol ogy.

"Muslinms are urged to recognise all fornms of know edge, not only if they
want to be nodern and progressive, but if they want to be great Muslins,"
he said.

"The Prime Mnister touched the very heart of what is being debated now,
not only in Ml aysia, not only Southeast Asia, but the whole world," he
added.

"His formulations remind us of why Prine Mnister Mahathir is recogni sed
as a true spokesperson for a liberal-m nded understandi ng of Islam and
nodernity," he added.

"The speech was wonderful, an eye-opener," said Dr Mhanmed Fathi Osnman
of the US-based Institute for the Study of Islamin the contenporary
wor | d.

"Religion is nmeant to achieve benefits for humankind. The Quran is
al ways speaking of the dignity of the children of Adam not just Muislins."

Professor Cive Kessler fromthe University of New South Wales in
Australia commented on the Prime Mnister's strong words agai nst the blind
acqui sition of know edge.

"It is not enough sinply to acquire; you have to create and generate
know edge, " Kessl er said.
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