20 MAY 2002
Mahat hi r- Departure
DR MAHATHI R LEAVES FOR JAPAN AND SOUTH KOREA

KUALA LUMPUR, May 20 (Bernama) -- The Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad | eft here today for a two-day working visit to Japan
bef ore proceeding to South Korea on Wednesday.

He boarded a Tokyo-bound special aircraft at the Royal Mal aysian Air
Force (RVMAF) station in Subang near here at 9 amand was seen off by wife
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmed Ali and cabi net mnisters.

In Tokyo, Dr Mahathir will deliver a keynote address at the Ei ghth
Ni kkei International Conference on "China -- A Challenge or an Qpportunity
for Asean?".

He i s al so schedul ed to neet Japanese Prine M nister Junichiro Koizum ,
M ni ster of Finance Masaj uro Shi okawa and M ni ster of Econony, Trade and
I ndustry Takeo Hiranuna.

Dr Mahathir will al so be in Nagasaki for the christening of the
Mal aysi a | nt ernati onal Shi ppi ng Corporation Bhd's (M SC)-owned ship Puteri
I ntan Sat u.

The prime mnister will then nmake a two-day official visit to South
Korea at the invitation of President Ki mDae-Jung ai med at enhanci ng Kual a
Lunpur - Seoul bilateral rel ations and rapport between both | eaders.

Dr Mahathir will al so speak at a busi ness | uncheon organi sed by four
maj or Kor ean busi ness associ ations and visit Hyundai Motor Research and
Devel oprent, LG Chemni cal | nvestnment and Satellite Technol ogy Research
Centre Initiative.

Dr Mahat hir's del egation includes Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed
Hami d Al bar, International Trade and I ndustry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah
Azi z, Energy, Comunications and Mul ti medi a M ni ster Dat uk Amar Leo Mbggi e
and Kedah Menteri Besar Syed Razak Syed Zai n.

This is Dr Mahathir's third visit to South Korea. The I ast was in 1990.
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