22/ 09/ 2002

Filipino girl to be quizzed over rape allegation

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Ateamfromthe Federal police in Bukit Aman wl|l
| eave for the Philippines on Wednesday to interview the 13-year-old girl
all egedly raped in a detention centre in Kota Kinabal u, Sabah.

Federal CI D deputy director Datuk Miusa Hassan said the three-man team
led by CID assistant director for special investigations Assistant
Conmi ssi oner Takbir Ahmad woul d record statements fromthe girl.

The team was fornmed on Sept 6 following a directive by Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad for a swift and thorough probe into the
al | egati on.

On Monday, police received an official request fromthe Philippine
Government through their enbassy here to allow the Ml aysian police to
interviewthe girl in the Philippines.

Musa said the teamwoul d be taking along pictures of detention centre
staff for her to identify.

"Police have al so taken a picture of a security guard at a school in
Sabah where the girl had al so said she was raped before bei ng detai ned and
sent to the detention centre,” he said when contacted today.

So far, police had taken statenents from several people.
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