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France backs Ml aysi an stand (HL)

Zainul Arifin

FRANCE and Mal aysi a believe that unless political resolutions are nmade
concerning the tensions in West Asia, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and
the looming war in Iraq, efforts to conbat terrorismw |l be an exercise
in futility.

The conmon stand was expressed by | eaders of both countries follow ng a
short neeting today on the sidelines of the Fourth AsiaEurope Meeting
here.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and his French counterpart
Jacques Chirac expressed concern over the situation in the Israeli-
occupi ed West Bank where Pal estinian | eader Yasser Arafat is under siege.

Chirac shared Dr Mahathir's concerns on the need for intervention to
stop the current conflict and the siege at Arafat's headquarters, Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said.

Syed Hanmi d, who attended the neeting, also said that both | eaders agreed
on the need for a multilateral approach to the Iraq issue.

They al so concurred that any effort to ensure security, for exanple in
the fight against terrorism nust be acconpani ed by political resolutions.

Mlitary mght al one could worsen the situation, fuelling anger and
resent ment anong Arabs and Muslinms in general, which could encourage nore
acts of terrorism

Syed Hanmid said Chirac had agreed with Dr Mahathir's request that France
use its good relations with the United States to persuade Washington to
curb Israel's aggression in the occupied territories and help find a | ong-
termsolution to the conflict.

"No one can stop (lsraeli |eader Ariel) Sharon but the United States,"”
Syed Hami d said.

France is one of the US |ongest-standing allies and is also a pernmanent
menber of the United Nations Security Council

US involvenent will ultimately be required for the creation of a
Pal estini an state.

VWi | e Washington agreed in principle to a Pal estinian state al ongsi de
Israel, it was nmoving too slowy, seemngly too pre-occupied with donestic
matters and its current dogged determi nation to invade Irag.

Meanwhi | e, Sharon was taki ng advantage of the situation to do nore
damage to the Pal estinians, including threatening the Iife of its |eader

Both | eaders agreed that getting rid of Arafat was not going to solve
t he Pal estinian problem Syed Ham d sai d.

On the question of weapons of nass destruction lrag was all eged to have,
Syed Hami d said both Mal aysia and France agreed that the UN secretary-
general rmnust al so be given the opportunity to handl e the issue.

"There should be no shortcuts, and there should be no unilatera
action,"” said Syed Ham d. "President Chirac feels very strongly that the
multil ateral process nust be given a chance.”

Political resolutions nust be sought on the two i ssues before any
meani ngful fight on terrorismcould be carried out. The US had al |l eged
Irag was not only produci ng weapons of mass detruction but al so sponsoring
terrorism

Later, Dr Mahathir also net Italian Prine Mnister Silvio Berlusconi and
Eur opean Commi ssi on presi dent Romano Prodi

In addition to the bilaterals, Dr Mahathir participated in several
meetings with 22 of the 25 European Union and Asian country | eaders who



attended Asem 4.
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