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Mahat hir-1raq

UN SHOULD ASK | RAQ TO ALLONWVEAPONS | NSPECTORS AND LI FT SANCTI ONS, SAYS
PM

PUTRAJAYA, Sept 16 (Bernama) -- The United Nations should ask Iraq to
al | ow weapons i nspectors into the country and then reduce the sancti ons
i nposed on the i npoverished nation, Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today.

"(lnposing) sanctions is not hurting (Iraqi President) Saddam Hussei n,
it is not going to make himdie. It hurts the poor people of Iraq,

i ncl udi ng those who are sick, those who are old, babies.... these are the
peopl e who are paying the price for sanctions.

"The peopl e are not responsi bl e for what ever was done by the Iragqi
governnent," he told reporters after opening the new Treasury buil di ng,
here.

"The United States, with its wish to bonb Iraqg, is practising double
st andards where, on one hand, it tells the nations of the world to foll ow
international rules but onthe other hand, if theruleis not beneficial to
the US, they ignore it," he said.

Dr Mahathir warned that the i npending US attack on Irag woul d only
prol ong the war against terrorism

“I think so, it will Iengthen the period of anti-terrorist fighting,"
he said.

He said Mal aysi a knew thi s because the country had experiance in
fighting terrorists, which took some 42 years.

"It took us 42 years to defeat the terrorists. It is not easy. In the
daytinme they may be selling 'sayur' (vegetables) to you and in the night
t hey may becone terrorists. They nmay be your nei ghbour today, the next day
t hey may bl ow t hensel ves up froman aeropl ane, " he added.

He said the United States shoul d consider the support of the other
countries before adopting the drastic nmeasure to attack Irag.

"We want to avoid arousing the anger and hatred of the Muslins. If it
(US) attacks Iraq, even lraq' s enenies, including Saudi Arabia, will not
agr ee.

"If it insists on attacking, surely the Muslins will feel discrininated
agai nst and the Islam c governments' hatred (will increase)." he said.

Asked whether the integrity of the UNwas being chall enged by the
pressure fromthe US, he said the UNwas crafted by the big powers for
their own interests.

"At that tine, the nunber of countries was limted so they felt that if
there was a UNthey could use it to sanctify their actions. However, when
t he UN becane strong and rmany countries joined it, the big powers found
that they could no | onger nanipulate it," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that these countries would try to manipulate the UN
for their own ends and when it could not be manipulated, it would be
forgotten.

On another note, the prinme mnister said that terrorists could be
anywhere in world as it was very difficult to identify them

"It does not mean when they cone to the country, we are giving them
sanctuary or support. W do not know who they are... we are not aware. |f
you tell us inthe very beginning, it's alright, we can take action, but
when we tke action before, under our Internal Security Act (ISA), they
(Western nations) say it's agai nst the principles of human ri ghts and that
we shoul d not take action before a crinme is conmitted.

"So, unfortunately, when a crinme is conmtted, sonebody pays a high



price, then only you take action," he added.

He said this when asked to conment on a foreign wire report yesterday
that the top Al -Qaeda suspect arrested i n Paki stan | ast week visited Kual a
Lumpur two years ago.

Asked about the Western media, which seemed to be encouraging the US to
bonb Iraq, he said the nedia were stoking the fires of war.

"Then there woul d be I ots of news, you can watch on BBC, CNN daily
reports in real time about the fighting and then of course they
(journalists) will becone heroes (when) a journalist is killed. They go
there, they get killed of course... they are not heroes," he said.
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