18 APR 2002
Syri a- Success
MALAYSI A' S ACHI EVEMENTS GAI NI NG SYRI AN ATTENTI QN, SAYS ENVOY

KUALA LUMPUR, April 18 (Bernama) -- Syrians are now nore aware of
Mal aysi a' s successes, especially under the able | eadership of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, which have been highlighted by the
Arab nedi a.

Syri an anbassador to Mal aysia Dr Kamal Sharaf said today his countrymen
had | earnt nuch about Ml aysia's achi evenents, especially in the economc
sector.

"Dr Mahathir's policies in politics and econony have achi eved a | ot of
success. This has nade peopl e have a high regard for himand Mal aysia in
general ," he said after neeting Bernama chai rnman Dat uk Abdul Kadir Jasin at
W srma Bernama, here.

And thanks to the interest shown by the Arab nmedia in devel opnents in
this country, Ml aysia was now better known in Wst Asia, he said.

Speaki ng through an interpreter, he said Ml aysia was al so successful
in pronoting itself as a tourist destination.

Dr Sharaf said his country was keen to see |inkages between Syrian and
Mal aysi an nedi a organi sations towards a better di ssem nation of news
between Syria and its surrounding region and this part of the world.

As such, the envoy said, Syria was interested to see how cooperation
between the Syrian Arab News Agency (Sana) and Bernana coul d be devel oped
and proposed that a menorandum of understandi ng (MoU) be signed between the
two parties.

Meanwhi | e, Abdul Kadir said Bernama would | ook into the matter

He said that in recent years, Bernana had established Iink-ups with a
nunber of news agencies in the Arab worl d.

"W consider our engagement with Muslimor Arab news organi sations,
especially news agencies, as very inportant,” he added.

Present were Bernama general manager Syed Janil| Syed Jaafar and
editor-in-chief Jaafar Hussin.
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