12 JAN 2002
Mahat hir-Terrorists
PM BELI EVES M LI TANTS | N SI NGAPORE LI NKED TOM LI TANTS IN M SI A

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 12 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamaed sai d today he believed that the mlitant network operating in
Singapore is linked to the network suspected to be operating i n Mal aysi a.

He said that the governnent found that it had links with the terrori st
groups in I ndonesia, the Philippines and Mal aysi a.

"It is linked with Indonesia, Ml aysia and the Philippines. | believe
Singapore is also (linked)...but I do not have the facts,"” he told
reporters after the Treasury's Aidilfitri open house here.

He was asked to comrent on whether a group of 15 terror suspects
arrested by the Singapore governnent is linked to the Kunpulan Mlitan
Mal aysia (KMV) .

Referred to a statenent by the Singapore governnent yesterday that
menbers of the militant novenent in the republic had stored four tons of
amoniumnitrate, a chemcal used in the nmaki ng of bonbs, in Ml aysia, Dr
Mahat hir said that he had yet to receive the facts on the matter.

The Si ngapore governnent, in outlining the arrest of nenbers of the
m | itant novenent yesterday, stated that former Si ngapore busi nessman Fai z
Abu Bakar Bafana, 36, now a Mal aysian, arrested with 14 others by the
Si ngapore authorities | ast nonth suspected of beingterrorists, had stored
four tons of the chanmical in the country.

The group is also said to have links with with the cl andestine Jenmaah
I sl ami ah requested to obtain 17 tons of amoniumnitrate to make truck
bonbs.

However, the group's plan was foil ed when a nmenber, Mhaned Eli as
Mohamed Khan, was detained in his attenpt to purchase the chemcal .

The prine mnister, in a special intervieww th the Japanese magazi ne
" Chuokoron" published yesterday, was quoted as sayi ng t hat the gover nment
had i nformation that 50 Mal aysi ans |i nked with the KMMhad been identified
as having links with the A -Qaeda terrorist network | ed by Gsama bi n Laden.

Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali was al so present at the function.
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