26/ 09/ 2002

Umo, SAPP and PBS eyei ng Gaya seat

KOTA Kl NABALU, Wed. - Sabah Progressive Party, Umo and Parti Bersatu
Sabah have submitted their request to represent the Barisan Nasional in
the Gaya parliamentary by-el ection

Chief Mnister Datuk Chong Kah Kiat said today their request has been
forwarded to Prinme Mnister and BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
for his consideration.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi yesterday said
the BN s candidate for the Gaya by-election will be announced after Dr
Mahat hir has been consul t ed.

Chong, who is State BN chairman, said he did not expect any controversy
to arise once a decision was nade on the BN candi date

"As in past by-elections, all BN conponent nembers will support whoever
i s chosen as the candidate,” he said at a post-Cabinet Press conference at
his office.

Citing the Likas State by-election in July |last year as an exanple, he
said all the BN conponent parties went all out to support and canpai gn for
t he BN candi dat e Dat uk Yong Teck Lee.

The Gaya by-election is being called after Yong was disqualified as Gaya
MP followi ng the Federal Court's decision to reject his application for
| eave to appeal against a Court of Appeal's ruling upholding the Election
Court's finding that he had conmtted corrupt practices in the 1999 State
el ection.

The El ection Comm ssion has fixed nom nation for the by-election for Cct
3 and polling on Cct 12.

In the 1999 general election, Yong obtained 15,315 votes to defeat
Johnny Goh of PBS, who polled 11,198 votes.

Chong was optimstic that the by-election will see the BN garnering a
much bigger majority than in the 1999 el ection

"I believe the people in Gaya who have benefited so much fromthe
Government will rally behind the BN, " he said.
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