19/ 12/ 2002

Cerakan to present nore proof at BN neeting

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Gerakan, which is accusing Penang MCA chairman Wng
Kam Hoong of instigating the action of the two errant Penang State
Assenbl ynen, is preparing its case to be presented to the Bari san Nasi onal
suprenme council next nonth.

Secretary-general Chia Kwang Chye said today the party had no plans to
reveal further "proof"™ of the instigation until then.

"Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad had said yesterday that
any BN conponent party unhappy with the MCA' s decision could refer the
matter to the BN suprenme council.

"W will adhere to his advice and wait until then," he said.

A Penang State Assenblyman said it was ridiculous for MCA president
Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik to say he did not have a clue as to what the
Penang Quter Ring Road project involved.

He said in 1980, a ring road around Georgetown was proposed and in 1987,
a public exhibition and hearing was held where details of the PORR were
expl ained to the public.

In 1995, he said a privatisation proposal of PORR was submitted to the
Penang State Governnent, then to the Economi c Planning Unit by Peninsul ar
Met r owor ks Sdn Bhd (PMASB), the concessionaire for the project, while from
1996- 1997, nunerous di scussions on PORR alignments were hel d between the
rel ated Federal agencies and Penang State Exco nenbers.

"Sonme time in August 1997, the EPU issued an offer letter for PORR to
PMASB and between 2000- 2001, public exhibitions and hearings on the PORR
al i gnment were shown in detail,"” said the assenbl yman.

From Decenber 2001 to February 2002, a public opinion poll on PORR s
alignment and toll rates was conducted, fromwhich over 85 per cent
agreed, while on May 17, 2002, there was a BN precouncil neeting where the
Penang Chief Mnister asked all assenblynen if they had any queries or
doubt s on anyt hi ng.

"No issues on the PORR were raised and from May 18 to 27, 2002 anot her
public exhibition on the PORR was held," he said.

The assenbl yman cl ai med that on June 22, this year, Wng called a
cl osed-door neeting to formthe "No to PORR' joint conmttee and on Cct 6,
Wng with nenbers of the committee and | ocal residents prayed at a tenple
during the Kew Ong Yah (N ne Enperor CGods) festival to block the PORR
project and pledged to go vegetarian for nine days.

On Cct 27, the Chief Mnister net with nore than 300 anti-PORR nenbers
and residents for nore than five hours while on Nov 11, Whng had sai d that
nmore than 90 per cent of MCA Penang assenbl ynen were agai nst the PORR
project and woul d vote by conscience.

"The irony of it all is that LimBoo Chang (Datuk Keramat) and Tan Cheng
Liang's (Jawi) constituencies are not even affected by the PORR project.

"The constituencies affected are Bukit Gelugor (Datuk Koay Kar Huah),
Paya Terubong (Dr Loh Hock Hun), Air Itam (Lye Siew Weng) and Kebun Bunga
(Datuk Dr Teng Hock Nan)," the assenbl yman added.
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