03 NOV 2002

DR MAHATHI R LEAVES FOR CAMBCDI A

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 3 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad |eft
for Canbodia today to attend the 8th Asean Summit which begins in Phnom
Penh tonorrow.

The prime mnister departed fromthe Royal Ml aysian Air Force base in
Subang, near here, on a special aircraft at 3pm

He was seen off by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohamad Ali.

The sunmit will be followed by the collective Asean+3 sunmit with
Chi na, Japan and South Korea as well as separate summits with each of these
countries and I ndi a.

The Asean | eaders are expected to di scuss and exchange vi ews and
eval uate and revi ew policies and devel opnent of the Asean cooperation since
the 7th Asean Summit in Novenber 2001.

They will also reviewthe progress of various Asean initiatives such as
the Initiative for Asean Integration (1Al), Road Map for Integration of
Asean (RIA), the inplenentation of the Hanoi Plan of Action (HPA) as well
as the current political, econonic and security situation in the region.

Dr Mahathir is also expected to neet and di scuss bilateral and ot her
international issues affecting the region with his counterparts on the
sidelines of the sunmit.
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