19 SEP 2002
Mahat hi r-1 sl am
RI SE TO DEFEND MUSLI M5' | NTEGRI TY, DR M URGES MJSLI M5

KEPALA BATAS, Sept 19 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
toni ght asked Muslins to rise to defend their integrity that has been
tarni shed after being |abelled as the perpetrators of all the incidents
that have worsened the situation in the world today.

The prime mnister said it nust be done by steadfastly holding to the
princi ple that Islamdoes not advocate enm ty and viol ence.

Islamls rejection of all elenents of aninobsity and viol ence nust be
seen in the way of life of Muslins, he said when opening the 45th
national -l evel Al-Quran reciting conpetition, here

The text of his speech was read out by his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahnmad Badawi .

Dr Mahathir said: "Qur actions must showto the world that Islamis a
dignified religion. Miuslins nmust act on this basis although they are facing
a very challenging crisis."

He sai d vi ol ence and backwar dness have becone very synonynous with
I slamand Muslins and |slam s enem es have noul ded the thinking of the
worl d community that Islamwas a religion that perpetrated viol ence.

"Various incidents and facts related to violence were linked to
Musl i s, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said Islamand Muslins were accused of all sorts of
al | egations that have dimni shed the beauty of this holy religion.

He said it was the responsibility of Muslinms to rectify the situation
and display all the beauty and truths of the religion in the daily lives of
Musl i ns.

"Al though the scenario in the lives of Muslins today was as though
denyi ng the beauty of Islamc values and hidden by the attitude of Mislins,
we nmust be determined to correct themso that Muslins will always be | ooked
up upon by non-Mislins," he said.

He said if Mislins thenmsel ves were uncl ear about the true teachi ngs of
I sl am and deviate due to other interests and were not serious in practising
Islamic principles, "Islamw || be beautiful only in name and not in
quality.”

Dr Mahathir said the conflict faced by Miuslinms today |ike deviations in
I sl ami c teachings by certain groups, if not curbed would beconme the main
obstacle to the excell ence of Muslins today.

He said the beauty of Islamcan be seen in the faith, principles and
nor al .

If Muslins held firmy to the faith and principles of Islam it would
|l ead to the creation of Miuslinms with conmendabl e qualities and character as
enshrined in the A -Quran, he said.

"The world today is seeing Muslins at |oggerheads with one another due
to differences in opinion or understanding of the Islanic teaching.

"W see the m sunderstandi ng anobng Miuslins before and nowis due to the
abuse of Islamfor other interests," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Islamc teachings were distorted by those claimng to
be Islam c | eaders or ul ama.

The devi ations had reached a serious level to the extent of ridiculing
or insulting Muslins, he said.

"I fact, Allah also is insulted by this group which have clearly
deviated. This is indeed prohibited by Islam

"This serious negative devel opnent is worrying us as Muslins," he said.



Dr Mahathir said these things happened because Muslins do not have a
deep know edge of true Islanic teachings and its interpretati on was not
based on paradi gm policy, philosophy, know edge and overall Islamc
val ues.

Dr Mahathir said there were Muslins who interpreted Quranic verses to
suit their own interests, contrary to the real teaching.

The interpretation that "Allah is a gangster” was an exanple of the
clear deviations in Islamdue to | ack of enphasis to Islanmic faith and
principl es, he added.

Two gari -- Haji Abdul Rashid Abdul Rahman (Mel aka) and Abdul Aziz
Mohamad ( Kel antan) and gari ah Che Ah Janmal uddi n (Kedah) -- displayed their
skills in reciting the quran tonight.

The conpetition will go on till Monday.
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