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SELANGOR TO HELP ACHI EVE BUDGET OBJECTI VES

KLANG, Sept 21 (Bernama) -- The Sel angor government will play a
supportive role in achieving the four-pronged strategy outlined by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad in the 2003 Budget yesterday.

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mohamad Khir Toyo said today that to
explore newagricultural fields, various strategi es had been enpl oyed to
rai se productivity, especially in food production, toreduce inportsin
line with the Sel angor Agricul ture Year 2002 initiative.

"Modern and | arger agricultural projects, |ike orchards and aquacul ture
farms in Kual a Sel angor, are being actively pursued,” he saidin a
stat enment, here.

He said the introduction of the "One Village, One I ndustry" programe
coul d be successfully carried out in Sel angor as there were nore than 500
factories invillages in the state to act as the foundati on.

He al so wel coned t he doubling of the size of the Special TourismFund
to RMA0OO million in next year's budget in viewof the i nportance of the
touri smsector as a revenue earner.

I n LANGKAW , Langkawi Devel opnent Authority (Lada) chairnman Dat uk
Zai nal Karib Abdul Rahi msaid the governnment's proposal to | ook i nto maki ng
the island aregistration centre of registration of yachts would further
boost its tourismsector.

Langkawi 's | ocation away fromthe big waves made for an i deal yachting
i ndustry that coul d eventual | y change the face of tourismon the island, he
told reporters after the launch of the three-day "D scover Langkaw "
programme, attended by about 200 tour agents and journalists fromMal aysi a
and Si ngapor e.

"Lada and DRB- Hi comhave built a yacht refurbishing centre which can
cope with 200 yachts at any one tine and i s progressing fast," he said.

He sai d private conpanies, including hotels in Langkawi offered yacht
docking facilities and other services to repair and mai ntai n bi gger sail
boat s.

I n PETALI NG JAYA, the Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress (MIUC) urged
enpl oyers to exploit aggressive efforts by the governnent to raise the
quality of skilled | abour in the country.

Its president, senator Zainal Ranpak, said that with the allocation of
RML. 62 billion proposed in the 2003 Budget, enpl oyers could no | onger claim
that they had no funds to train | ocal workers.

"Wth such a big allocation, the mnistry should prepare an action
pl an, an aggressive traini ng schene and enpl oyers shoul d t ake advant age of
this opportunity,” he said after opening the 11t h annual general neeting of
the Airod Wrkers Union in Subang.

The Hurman Resources M nistry was all ocated RV621 million to nmanage 29
industrial traininginstitutes and skills training centres with 18, 200
trainers.

Zai nal said the MIUC was keen to see the mnistry use up the funds for
training of local workers w thin next year.
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