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Tackl e racial polarisation in schools before it gets worse

V. Chew
| AMglad that our Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has
struck at anot her weakness in our fragile comunity.

The need for inter-racial mxing and understanding is indeed vital to
our very future as a multi-racial country.

As he pointed out, at every level of the education spectrum pol arisation
is getting worse. The Mnistry of Education is aware of this and it has
come up with sonme sol utions.

However, racists will always be agai nst any changes in the present
system of educati on.

The Vi si on School concept, which is the best conpronise, could bring
together the three nmajor races in one conpound. However, bigots opposed it
for their own selfish reasons.

At the secondary school |evel there should not be any segregation of
pupi | s because the medi um of instruction is Bahasa Ml aysia, yet we find
schools with 90 to 100 per cent of pupils made up of one race (Ml ay or
Chi nese) .

VWho do we blane for such a situation? Surely not the Chinese guilds and
soci eti es.

Yet they were blanmed in recent situations, such as the case of a certain
board of governors which opposed pupils froma school in Batu Gajah from
bei ng noved to a new Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan and managed to get them
re-instated in their former Sekol ah Menengah Jeni s Kebangsaan (SMIK).

These peopl e woul d never have achi eved their narrow m nded plans had
t hey not been backed by politicians (some even from Bari san
Nasi onal component parties).

I have always called for politicians to lay their hands of f school s and
reasonabl e education poli cies.

W& see a perpetuation of schools with predom nantly one race. This
situation arises when SIJK(C) pupils are sent to SMIK

Schools with predom nantly Malay pupils are situated in rural areas.

It isrisky to rock the fragile bal ance here but sonething can be done
to help pupils in such schools mx wth other races.

VWen | was in a SMIK as an afternoon supervi sor and was put in charge of
cultural activities, | suggested that ny Chinese majority (al nost absol ute
maj ority) school adopt a near absol ute Ml ay popul ated school as a partner
school where activities could be shared so as to get the races to mx with
each ot her.

This idea was rejected by the headmaster then. Such a programe has sone
merit and should be | ooked into by the Mnistry of Education

Anot her solution is for the mnistry to send at | east 10 per cent of
pupils of other races to schools with a 90 to 100 per cent popul ation of a
singl e race.

M nor as the percentage may be, it will go a long way in hel ping pupils
under stand the various races.

Encourage non-Muslinms to attend Muslimreligious activities at
university level too. After all, undergraduates should be able to think
for thenmsel ves and be open to all sorts of know edge.

As a Chinese | will not object to ny child attending tal ks on Islam
Christianity, H nduism etc, at the university when she is old enough to
decide for herself what is right or wong and what is good or bad.

It will also allow non-Mislins to understand our major religion



Muslinms, if not notivated by narrow political agenda, will wel come others
to join their activities.

Unfortunately, many |ecturers and undergradutes are politically-
nmotivated in their actions and not by their religion

The tine has come when all Mal aysi ans nmust think of ways to be true
Mal aysi ans and live in peace and harnony with one another.

In the past, before independence, | went to school with a Malay friend
who |ived down the road. W wal ked together and we shared | ots of conmon
j oys and experiences.

This was not in a kampung environment - it was in Ipoh and the school we
went to was the Angl o- Chi nese School, | poh

| sat with an Indian boy in class (now a fanous |ocal filmand drama
actor) and | fought wi th Chinese boys (sone directors of mmjor conpanies
now) .

VWhat is the present situation in schools? Walk into a classroom and you
see, even in a mxed school, separate rows of Indians, Chinese and Ml ays.

In the canteen and in the playing fields, groups of Chinese, |Indians and
Mal ays go about separately.

On the surface we present a united front, but at the root of society, we
are segregated! Wio is to blanme? Let us search our souls for the answer
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