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THE i ssue of the reintroduction of English as the nediumof instruction
for Science and Mathematics in schools is yet to be fully resolved. It may
yet provoke nore controversi es.

Despite the MCA and ot her Chi nese-based Bari san Nasi onal (BN) conponent
parties grudgi ngly accepting a conprom sed version of the policy, the
Chi nese opposition remains very much alive.

At | east two nmjor Chinese organisations have openly opposed the
conprom sed solution. This, in turn, attracted angry response from Umo
and Mal ay- based organi sati ons.

The war of words clinmaxed in the call to arrest, under the Interna
Security Act (ISA), those allegedly inciting communal feelings over the
i ssue.

For now, the | anguage debate has been given a breather. Both sides are
waiting for details of the policy before making the next nove.

They coul d have al so been taken aback by the call to use the |ISA which
gi ven the devel opnents in recent nonths, cannot be considered a nere
threat.

Wth the Governnment having detained scores of people suspected of being
nmenbers of the militant Mislim novenent under the act in the |ast one
year, the | SA spectre is nore than real

Fol |l owi ng the conmprom se, the fear that the BN consensus-buil di ng
mechani sm m ght be falling apart was abat ed.

But that did not last very long. The MCA again drew the spotlight when
two of its Penang State Assenbly menbers - Li m Boo Chang (Datuk Keramat)
and Tan Cheng Liang (Jawi) - failed to vote with the BN in opposing a DAP
motion in the assenbly. The seriousness of their action was made plainly
cl ear when the MCA-controlled Star newspaper itself described it as
unpr ecedent ed.

The DAP had called for the RML-billion Penang Quter Ring Road project to
be deferred.

Al t hough their defiance was clearly directed at the Gerakan, which is
the | ead nenber of the state governnent, it is Umo that seenms to think
that the MCA duo have gone a bit too far and that sonmething drastic has to
be done.

At the nmeeting of its Supreme Council on Nov 29, chaired by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad, Umo demanded that the wayward
representatives be sacked. “As far as Umo is concerned, we want them
sacked,' Dr Mahathir told the Press after the neeting.

There has been rising concern anong a vast mgjority of Umo nenbers that
the MCA and ot her Chi nese-based parties of the BN are taking the
consensus- bui | di ng mechani smof the coalition for granted.

H dden agenda ..

The MCA's stance after the 1999 general elections, in which it was
credited with defending the BN agai nst the Qpposition's onsl aught, has
caused the displeasure of an increasing nunber of Umo nmenbers and rai sed
some very disturbing questions about the |eading Chinese party.

Is the MCA goi ng overboard in demandi ng payback fromthe BN, in
particular fromUmo, for delivering the coalition's two-thirds majority
in the elections?

The Umo-I|ed Governnent has clearly nmade a nunber of inportant
concessi ons, which a few years ago was unt hi nkable, particularly the



setting up of the MCA-sponsored Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman

Has t he MCA gone overboard in making these demands by deliberately
chal | engi ng the consensus politics of the BN?

The party has clearly been wavering on the | anguage issue, supporting it
at one tine and opposing at another

Has the MCA, after undergoing nmonths of internal strife that pitched its
| ong-serving President Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik with his deputy Datuk
Seri Lim Ah Lek, lost the ability to control its own nmenbers?

O is there a hidden agenda |ike regai ni ng Penang, which it lost to the
Cerakan - then an Qpposition party - in the 1969 general elections?

The MCA has never really accepted the authority of Gerakan in the state.
It has been grudgingly playing the role of a junior partner nerely because
of the status quo inposed by the BN

As the date for the general elections draws closer, the MCA could be
buil ding a case for taking over the lead role in Penang or at |east to get
nore seats to contest in the enlarged state assenbly.

VWhat ever the MCA's notive, the action of its two Penang State Assenbly
menbers is a direct challenge to the consensus politics of the BN. Unless
an acceptable solution is found, the incident will underm ne the party and
the BN at the com ng polls.

It isinthis light that Umo's tough demand shoul d be vi ewed. The MCA
does not appear to have too many options this tinme around. If it fails to
act, then the privilege given to it by the BN will be taken away.

In the final analysis, a nove that underm nes the BN consensus- buil di ng
mechanismwi || be detrinental to the coalition while inproving the chances
of the Opposition in the com ng el ections.

On its part, Umo cannot | ook at the MCA's determ ned fight on behal f of
the Chinese nerely as a threat to its own interest and be confronted with
raw political rnuscle.

It has to look at its own policies and progranmes as the principa
representative of the Mal ays and ot her Bum puteras. The party cannot hope
to match the MCA and ot her non-Malay parties nerely on the strength of
words and representation in the Parlianment and state assenblies.

But the BN will be doing justice to the MCA duo and the people if it
makes no attenpt at explaining why nine BN representatives, including four
fromthe MCA, were not in the assenbly when the vote on the DAP npotion was
bei ng taken. Also not in the assenbly were two Gerakan and three Umo
representatives. One of the Umo assenbl ynan was away on unrah in Mecca.
Wiy were they absent when voting on a major issue was being carried out?

It raises questions on their actual stand on the matter and the
ef fecti veness of the BN whi p. Newspaper reports quoted sone of them as
citing reasons such as the House being too cold and not being informed of
t he voti ng.
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