11 NOV 2002
SPDP- Mohaned
SPDP' S APPLI CATI ON MUST GO THROUGH SARAWAK BN

SEREMBAN, Nov 11 (Bernama) -- Barisan Nasional (BN) secretary-general
Tan Sri Mohaned Rahmat sai d today that the newly forned Sarawak Progressive
Denocratic Party's (SPDP) applicationto jointhe ruling coalition should
be sent to the state BN

Since the party was from Sarawak, it should apply through the state BN,
he said.

"Any deci si on made by the Sarawak BN on the new party's application
wi || be accepted by the federal BN, " he told reporters after the opening of
t he HeveaPac RTAfurniture factory by Primary I ndustries M ni ster Datuk
Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k at the Sungai Gadut industrial estate near here.

Moharmed, a director of HeveaBoard Sdn Bhd, the parent conpany of
HeveaPac RTA, said this when asked to coment on newspaper reports that
SPDP woul d apply to join the BN

"Inlinewith Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad's
suggestion recently, we want opposition parties too to join the BN because
it isinmportant for us to protect the country's sovereignty and security
and reduce politicking," Mbhanmed said.

He said BN was prepared to accept any parties intoits fold as | ong as
t hey did not inpose conditions.

“If it (SPDP) wants to help in preserving peace and stability and
reduci ng politicking which can split us, | thinkit is a good principle,"”
he said.

SPDP, whi ch was regi stered on Nov 9, was fornmed by a group | ed by
Sarawak Public Heal th and Environnent M nister Datuk WIIiam Mawan | kom
following the deregistration of the Sarawak Nati onal Party (SNAP).

Mawan' s group was i nvolved in a | eadership tussle wi th SNAP presi dent
Dat uk Amar Janes Wng, which led to the party's deregistration on Nov 5.

Wong has yet to appeal to the Hone M ni ster agai nst the Regi strar of
Soci eties' deregistration of the 41-year-old party.
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