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Mahat hi r - BN
ABDULLAH M GHT LEAD BN | N NEXT ELECTI ON

GENTI NG H GHLANDS, July 26 (Bernanm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
toni ght indicated the possibility of Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi
| eadi ng the Barisan Nasional (BN) in the next general election.

The Prime M nister said that by then Abdul | ah, who i s now Deputy Prime
M ni ster, woul d probably have becone the Prime M nister and the BN
chai r man.

This cane to |ight when Dr Mahat hir was asked by reporters on his
statenent i n Johor Baharu yest erday whereby he had advi sed BN conponent
parties to accept all decisions pertaining to the allocation of seats in
t he next general election.

"I"' mnerely suggesting, furthermore it will not be for nme to choose, it
will be for Datuk Abdullah. By the tine we hold the el ection, Datuk
Abdul I ah wi Il probably becone the PMand BN chai rnan," he said at a news
conference after opening the first phase of the RML.2 billion First Wrld
Hotel and Pl aza here.

Asked whet her the general el ection would be held after COctober next
year, Dr Mahathir said, "That you have to wait. W'IlI| see."

According to earlier reports, Dr Mahathir would relinquish his post as
Prinme Mnister after the Organi sation of Islam c Conference (O C) Sunmit in
Kual a Lunpur in Cctober next year.

Asked of the BN s chances in the general election, Dr Mahathir said it
was to early to tal k about that.

However, he said the BN was al ways ready to face the el ection.

When asked whet her he was indicating that the general election was near
by tal ki ng about seat allocation in Johor Baharu, he replied: "No
i ndication, the possibility is that when we revi se the el ectoral
boundaries, there mght be extra (seats).

"I'f so, who will get? That was what | said, not about election," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said he woul d continue to help the BN even t hough he was no
| onger Prime Mnister in future.
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