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Re-calibrate the strategic cal cul us

THE world is said to have left the post-Cold War period behind and entered
a new age after the Sept 11 tragedy. But it is an age where the world's
security map is still blank for no concrete solutions have been found to
elimnate the new el ement of insecurity brought about by the Sept 11

att acks.

To a certain extent, the ninth Asean Regi onal Forum neeting in Bandar
Seri Begawan served as an opportunity to articulate new positions in the
post-Sept 11 political and security framework of Southeast Asia. This is
no nmean feat considering that it is a forumconsisting of the world's
bi ggest econoni es and security powers such as the United States, China,
Japan, Russia and European Union. Needless to say, the need for Asean's
engagenent with these nations in the forum cannot be stressed enough at a
time of growi ng interdependence anong nati ons and regions.

The npst inportant thing achieved is the consensus to inplenment quick
and deci sive nmeasures to conbat the financing of terrorists, including
their access into the financial system It is heartening that the ARF
recogni ses the inperative of renoving the roots of terrorism It
reinforces the international consensus that the war against terrorismis
not a war against any religion or race but a crinme against humanity.

G ven the inportance of ARF' s role in the region's security, we feel
that the ARF's potential has yet to be realised. Menbers nust explore the
possibility of ARF becomi ng one of the world' s preventive dipl omacy
mechani sns where it can venture into conflict prevention and resol ution
activities. The test ahead is to flesh out a policy blueprint and
establish a conprehensive strategy for such roles.

Yet it is disappointing that Asean's restructuring of diplomacy in the
post - Sept 11 period does not include the institutionalisation of Asean
Plus Three (Japan, China and South Korea) in the recent Asean M nisteri al
Meeting. When it conmes to putting substance on the bones of Asean Pl us
Three, menbers do not seem eager to endorse specific action or to go
beyond rhetoric.

The Asean-US anti-terrorismpact is an inportant devel opnent in the
region's post-Sept 11 security framework. As US Secretary of State Colin
Powel | said, it would bring Asean-US in nore intimate relations. It does
not signal an increase in US mlitary presence in the region. It does,
however, reflects America's belated re-di scovery of the inportance of
multilateralism In short, the US appears to have | earned the inportance
of en-lightened self-interest: Washington is profoundly affected by
devel opnents in distant and seem ngly unconnected parts of the gl obe. And
whi l e the Anmerican epi phany may be the nost striking, this is an
instructive lesson for the entire world. W can no |onger afford the
illusion that there is a confortable distance between "us" and "t henf
Cul tures brush too easily against each other too often, and the friction
i s mounti ng.

Sadly, nobst governments have paid |lip service to this notion of inter-
connect edness. Such a notion has been belittled by hard-nosed realists who
counsel that only mlitary power and crisp cal cul ati ons of econonic cost
and benefit can serve as the basis of state power and interests. The
growi ng conplexity and volatility in the international situation have
pl aced a premiumon the creation of closer multilateral relations. This
expl ai ns why, for exanple, Malaysia is relentless inits efforts to bring



nati ons together and expl ore various areas of co-operation under
programes such as the Langkawi |nternational Dial ogue.

The | esson of Sept 11 is that the intangibles matter. For Asean, it is
time to re-calibrate the strategic calculus. It is also tine to realise,
in Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s words, that "Asean is

Asean, Asean Plus Three is different".
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