26 OCT 2002
Syed Razak- SAR
SYED RAZAK SUGGESTS UNDERTAKI NG LETTER FOR RELI J OUS SCHOOLS

SUNGAI PETANI, Cct 26 (Bernamm) -- The state governnent plans to nake
it compul sory for Sekol ah Agama Rakyat (SAR) in Kedah to sign the letter of
under t aki ng before resun ng subsi di es.

Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain said the nove was
ai med at preventing the schools frombei ng used by certain groups for
political purposes.

"Before the governnent gives assistance, make sure that every Sekol ah
Agama Rakyat signs the | etter of undertaking. Those refusing to sign (the
pl edge) are not eligi ble while those signingthe pledge but | ater indul ge
inpolitical activities, the assistance should be wi thdrawn i medi ately,"
he said.

Syed Razak said this at a nedia conference after |launching the
state-level Senior Citizens Day at Rumah Kenangan Bedong, near here today.

The Menteri Besar said this when asked to comment on the announcenent
by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mdhamad yesterday that government
subsi dy to SAR had been stopped tenporarily.

Dr Mahathir had said that the nove was taken because t he gover nnent
found that there were religi ous school s whi ch had been abused for politica
pur poses.

Syed Razak said there were 45 religi ous schools in Kedah with 20, 000
students and t he federal government allocated R nmillion to these schools
annual | y.

He said nonitoring by the state governnment reveal ed there were school s
i nfluencing students to hate governnent and nati onal | eaders.

"I't's not nice for school s recei ving government aid but instigated the
student s agai nst the government. | hope the nove to tenporarily stop the
assi stance can create awar eness anong admni ni strators of the school s whi ch
have devi ated, " he added.
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