19/ 06/ 2002

Gowing tribute to Dr Ms |eadership

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Ummo today paid tribute to its president, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad, describing himas a tirel ess statesman whom
Mal aysi ans were privileged to have as their | eader.

Deputy Umo president Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said under the
| eadership of Dr Mahathir, who is also Prime Mnister, the nation and the
peopl e had gone through remarkabl e and significant transformation
physically, socially, politically and econom cally.

Speaki ng at the joint opening of the Wanita, Youth and Puteri Umo
general assenblies at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre, Abdullah, who is also
Deputy Prine Mnister, said under 21 years of Dr Mahathir's | eadership,
unity and integration anong Mal aysi ans of different races had been
strengt hened while narrow racial sentinments had | argely been elin nated.

Abdul I ah, who described Dr Mahathir as the Umo doctor with a brilliant
m nd and a conpassionate heart, added that during his tenure, the nation
had undergone severe trenors while Umo itself had suffered major shocks.

"But our able captain has seen the Ml aysian ship through stornms and
choppy waters. Today, our politics continue to be stable and our party
remai ns strong.

"The voting popul ation continues to swell, the nmedia proliferating and
denocracy continues to thrive."

Dr Mahathir was given the mandate to | ead Umo from June 28, 1981. "As
Prime Mnister fromJuly 16, 1981, he has guided and managed our nation
for 21 years. Qur communications and infrastructure networks are on par
with world standards,” Abdullah said, citing the country's new
adm ni strative centre, Putrajaya and the Miltinedia Super Corridor, as
exanpl es.

Abdul | ah sai d the i mense physical devel opnents had influenced the
country's social |andscape, while the lifestyles, careers, thinking and
demands of the people had changed accordingly with the devel opnments.

Statistics showed that 45 per cent of the country's population or 11
mllion citizens were born during these 21 years. "A percentage of the 11
mllion will vote and determ ne who should rule this country in the next
general el ection.

"These peopl e have known no Prime Mnister other than Dr Mahathir. The
colonial rule is alien to themwhile the pre-National Econonmic Policy era
i s beyond their conprehension.”

Havi ng known no other life than these glory years, Abdullah said they
were not in the position to evaluate how far Ml aysi ans had cone as a
people and as a nation in the last 45 years since |Independence.

Nonet hel ess, this was the generation that woul d determ ne the shape and
face of the future Ml aysi a.

"This is the generation that will play an inportant role in etching the
colours on the Ml aysi an canvas. They are the bi ggest conponent in
determ ni ng and spear heading the direction of the Ml aysian nation

"This is the generation that should be absorbed into the Umo struggle
so that they will appreciate the sacrifices and efforts of |eaders who
preceded them"

Abdul | ah added that this generation nmust be awoken to the fact that
sacrifices were nmade over the past 45 years to create the infrastructure
the country had today, and that they, in turn, nust build upon that
infrastructure to keep advanci ng.



Dr Mahathir's handling of the econony was acknow edged today as a
success story that flewin the face of conventional wi sdom "The unique
fornmul as, prudent and pragmati c nmanagenent of the econony have seen
continued grow h and prosperity for our people."

Abdul | ah said Mal aysia was no | onger a peripheral state nor a passenger
in the global community.

"Mal aysia has its own identity and self-respect and its voice is heard
and respect ed.

"Today, Malaysia is not a recipient nation but a nation that can
contribute both in material and non-material terns,” he said.

Dr Mahathir was seen as an Islanic | eader who adopted and i nnovat ed
realistic policies based on noderation and pragmati sm

A tireless statesman who never gave up in the face of adversity and
never succunbed to pressure, Dr Mahathir epitom sed the qualities that
Mal aysi ans shoul d strive for: courage, conscientiousness, mneticul ousness,
punctiliousness and thoroughness.

"Service and sacrifice for the nation are his hall mark. The young Dr
Mahat hir cycl ed house to house through padi fields and untarred roads to
serve his patients in the rural outskirts of Alor Setar.

"Today, this same doctor flies fromcountry to country and continent to
continent to help solve global problenms and conflicts.

"Let us pray that Dr Mahathir will continue to be blessed and given the
strength and health to lead the nation to greater heights.”

( END)
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